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tal. If we are going to set a standard
on one thing. yvou must set a standard on
every other thing. 1t seems ridiculous
on one thing, we must set a standard on
their wagzes and form unions and com-
bines to protect their labour, can expect
thai they can be treated hy the capitalis-
tie section in any other way. Necessarily
for their own protection they find that the
formation of unions and trusts answer
so well, that if is only natural that the
other sections of the commmumty will
follow in their foolsteps and do likewise
Therefore it seems to me that we will not
only see meat rings, flour rings, and other
rings in the future, but T suppose we far-
mers too will have to form vings and
every other trade will have to do the same.
Finally after the country has suffered for
a considerable number of years, we will
all decide to squash the rings and start
over again. Tt does seem strange that
the Govermment should have thought it
necessary to inquire into one of the com-
bines and not thought it necessary to in-
quire into others.

Hon., T. F. 0. Brimage: That way
follow,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : I was pleased
with the elose attention paid to our
finances by My, Wirwan. It is undoubt-
edly the quesiion to which this country
should give attention. T was also pleased
at the remarks of Mr. Patrick on a peint I
hope we will never forget, a point that I
trust will finally receive the eonsideration
to which it is entitled; and if we can get
it in no other way there must be an in-
quiry. I refer to the Goldfelds Water
Scheme being turned into a revenue pro-
duecing concern instead of losing £90,000
a year. When I first came into Parlia-
ment 1 mentioned this matter, and T am
glad it 1s not dead. I am sorry T cannot
endorse the remarks of Mr. Piesse. T sin-
cerely hope we will always be able to re-
tain the sinking funds on our loans. I
feel that we, who have the benefits of the
expenditure of the loans, should, while
the money is being expended, put a little
of it aside from the enlianced business it
brings about. In conclusion T hope that
the good words and the good work put in
by other members will help us to a betier
realisation of what is neeessary with ve-
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gavd to the fnanecial aspect, which is un-
doubtedly of a very serious nature, but
which we hope we shall soon see sabis-
factorily cleared up.
On motion by Hon. T. FF. Q. Brimage,
dehate adjourned.
HHouse adjourned at 3.48 p.m.

Legislative HAssembLly,
Wednesday, 18th November, 1908.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.am, and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, By-laws of the
Munieipalities of Beverley, Boulder, and
Geraldton ; 2, By-laws of the Local
Boards of Health of Bayswater, Donny-
brook, and Viectoria Park; 3, Bules and
Regulations of the Perth Publie Hos-
piial.

QUESTION—RAILAWAY CONSTRUC-

TION. PINJARRA-MARRINUP.
Mr. LAYMAN (for Mr. Hopkins)

asked the Premier: When is it proposed
to start the Pinjarra-Marrinup Rail-
way?

The PREMIER replied : The work
will be eommenced departmentally almost
immediately.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROJECT—
MARRINTP TO MARRADOXNG.

Mr. LAYMAN (for Mr. Hopkins)
asked the Premier: Has the survey of
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the proposed extension of the Marrinup
Railway to Marradong heen made ; if
not, when is it proposed to undertake
that work ?

The PREMIER replied: A rrial sur-
vey has already been made to Marra-
dong, and a permanent survey running
abont 3 miles north of Marradong, and
for about 12 miles beyond towards the
Williams.

QUESTION—STATE SMELTING
WORKS.

Mr. DAVIES asked the Premier: 1,
In view of the large number of unem-
ploved workmen now in owr midst, and
with a view of providing smelting facili-
ties to cope with the opening up of the
mineral distriets of the North-Western
portions of this State, bave the Govern-
ment taken into their serious considera-
tion the desirahility of purchasing and
working as a State concern the South
Fremantle Smelting Works? 2, If not,
are the Government now negotiating with
the present owners of those works, or
have they under consideration a scheme
whereby they propose to subsidise or as-
sist in any way the proprietors of those
works wifh a view to bringing about an
early start in the working operations of
those smelters?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No, but the
Government have considered the ques-
tion of providing smelting facilities at
Fremantle. 2, The Governmnent have
under consideration a scheme whereby
it is proposed to give assistance towards
the erection of smelting works which
will afford facilities equal to those exist-
ing in the Eastern States for the pur-
<chase or smelling of ores.

QUESTION—RAILWAY ACDITOR.

Mr. WALKER asked the Premier: Is
it true that Mr. Triggs, while retaining
the position of Chief Accouniant in the
Railways, has received the additional ap-
pointment of Railway Auditor?

The PREMIER replied : No. An
officer has been promoted with the title
of ** Auditor of Receipts,”” and the
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branch has heen placed under the con-
trol of the Chief Aceountant.

QUESTION—PROSPECTING PARTY,
STATE AID.

Mr. WALKER asked the Premier :
1, Was Robert Menzies equipped by the
AMlines Department for a prospecting
tour? TIf so, whal wa# the nature and
extent of the equipment? 2, Has the de-
partment veceived intimation that the
said Robert Menzies disposed of part of
the said equipment at Sandstone? 3, If
not, will the department make inquiries
to ascertain if sueh a statement be true
or otherwise with a view of taking such
further steps as way be necessary?

The PREMIER replied: 1. In June
last Messrs. L. R. Menzies and party
were loaned an eqguipment until the 30th
instant. The equipment consisted of 3
horses, 1 spring eart, 2 tanks, 1 pack-
sadrle and packs, 1 set of harness, 1 set
of leading harness, assortment of tools, 1
tent and fly, tarpaulin, and some rations;
2, The Department has not received any
intimation that this party disposed of
any part of the equipment at Sandstone,
The veports received were to the effect
ihat they started from Sounthern Cross
oti Tth June, wenl to Mi. Jaekson, thenee
to Pigeon Rocks, thence to Higgins’
Find: this information was contained in
a report dated July 21st. On August
31st o further report stated that they
prospected from Higgins’ Find to Mt.
Kenneth and intended to return to Mt
Jackson and then make towards Phillips
River., On October 22nd thex reported
having prespected South from Parker’s
Range to Flatier’s Hill; thence towards
Bremer Range, but had to return to
Southern Cross for repairs to the cart;
they rthen intended going towards
Phillips River: 3, Yes.

QUESTION—PUBLIC OFFICERS,
AND LOCAL BODIES.

Mr, JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has he given permission (o an
officer of his department to nominnate as
a candidate for a paid position on the
Fremantle Tramway Board? 2, Tf so,
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will lie extend the priviiege to all officers
in his Department to serve ou similar
bhoards or local bodies? 3, Has he read
the comment of the Public Service Com-
missioner on this matter?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS rve-
plied: 1, Permission was given to Mr.
Bennett to stand for re-election to the
board by Executive Council minute 17th
Qetober, 1906, under Section 82 of *The
Public Service Aet, 1904 ''; 2, As has
been the custom in the past, each case
will be dealt with on its merits; 3, Yes.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS NEWLY
CONSTRUCTED, LOSS.

Mr. BATH (without notice) asked
the Premier whether the figures given
in vegard to the loss on newly con-
structed railways included provision for
sinking fund on capital cost.

The PREMIER replied: T wounld like
the hon. member to give notice of that
question. I am not quite satisfied on that
point, but I am under the impression
that the average working cost 1s taken,
although as a matter of faet spur rail-
ways do not necessitate the same ex-
penditure as mamn lines. The whole ex-
penditure is I think spread over the
whole system at so mueh per mile, and
that is debifed up.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
* Fifth day.

Debate rvesumed from
day.

My. MONGER (York): In common
with all those other hon. members who
have previously spoken, I desire, sir, to
tender. you my eongratulations uwpon
your re-appointment to that position
which you so ably filled during last ses-
sion. During the eourse of this debate,
we have heard on move than one oceasion
that perhaps the Address-in-Reply might
he altogether done away with; that the
Leader of the Opposition, the mover and
seconder and one or twn members of
the Government should be the only mem-
bers to contribute towards the Address-
in-Reply debate. During the years T
have been in Parliament T have never
gone out of my way to trouble the House

the previcus
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with my views in the course of these par-
ticular debates, but it does appear to
we that on such an oceasion, seeing
that we have recently come from our
elections, it is to a certain extent ineum-
bent upon every wember, whether sitting
on s side of the House or on the
otther, to give some small expression of
views in connection with affairs pertain-
ing to the local requirements of the
electorate he represents. Whilst 1 re-
gret not having seen in the Governor’s
Speech any reference to the extension
of agrieultural railways in the elector-
ate T have the hononr of representing,
I hope that before long the Government
will see the advisability of extending
the only agricultural line in my distriet.
Whilst speaking on that point I am re-
minded of the faet that the partieular
line shows a very considerable loss en
its vear’s working, and I have no doubi
the Leader of thae Opposition in the ques-
tion he asked just now, without notice,
was referring to this as one of the lines
showing a loss. The Greenhills extension
to Quairading was taken over and com-
pleted about the end of April last, and
according o the financial statement sum-
marised in the Press two or three days
ago, this line of railway showed a loss
on the wvear’s workings, based only on
the first two monihs, during which very
little traffic passed over the line. Dur-
ing those two months there was a loss
of four hundred odd pounds, and conse-
quently they ealeulated that the loss
wonld be £2,400 and more per annum.
I think any line of railway costing the
amount of money that the Greenhills-
Quairading line did and losing during
its first two months of life only on the
basis of £2400 pounds per annum, is a
really good proposition, beeause it is
only from now enwards to the end of
summer that the line has any reasonable
amount of traffic tnken over it. During
this debate there appears to have been
a considerdble amount of feeling shown
as to the interpretation placed by a
learned Judge the other day upon a
certain section of the Eleetoral Aect in
conneciion with the petition with regard
to the Menzies election. Most of us
remember the weary hours of last ses-
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sion, after which we arrived at a sort
of amicable arrangement in connection
with the Electoral Bill, and how every
member of the House. when the measure
was finally passed, went away apparently
perfectly satisfied. Now the moment a
decision is given against the wishes of
the other stde of the House what do we
find ¢ We hear the oratory of the mem-
ber for Murchison {Mr. Holman), used
in a very unpleasant style, to defame a
man who unfortunately is unable to be
present here to give to him the political
eastigation which his remarks entitle
him to reeccive. However, we have sccn
by the attitude taken by all the members
on the other side of the Hounse how
strongly they feel the position which
they are now in owing to the proper
interpretation which the Judge has
placed upon the section of the Act. This
morning when I looked at the TFest
Australian and saw that nine members
of the Opposition had visited the Menzies
electorate, hunting like wolves in their
endeavour to get the poor earease of one
member of ihis side of the House, T felt
inclined to eongratulate those who
thought it their duty to hunt in these
packs instead of allowing the great M.
Buzacott to go *on his own.”” He must,
indeed, be a very weak man if he re-
quires so much of the talent from the
Opposition in his electorate to support
his candidature.

Mr. Talker: ‘What about the eivil
servants from the Mines and Railwavs
departments, who have gone up there.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: Is it true?

Mr. Bolton: Absolutely true.

Mr. MONGER: At no time have those
who represent the Labour party in Par-
liament so degraded themselves to my
way of thinking as in the present in-
stance. They may sav they do not mind
in the slichtest what I think. bhut never
in the history of self-zovernment have
the great democratic representatives of
Western Ausiralia shown themselves 1o
worse advantage than in the attitude
they are now taking in connection with
the Menzies election. Tt is not hecause
T am speaking to the House this after-
noon that there are empty benches op-
posite. Tt iz more pleasare tn me to
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see those benehes empty and have the
beuches on this side full, but the cause
of the emptiness on the present oceasion
is that so many members are away help-
ing their poor friend, Mr. Buzacott. I
have not had the pleasure of meeting
that gentleman.

Mr. Bolten: You soon will have.

Mr. MONGER: I shall never have the
pleasure of meeting him during this ses-
sion of Parliament. He must be indeed
weak if ail the Opposition talent, together
with the wives of the leaders of the Oppo-
sition have to go to Menzies to tender Myr.
Buzacolt- the little support to which he
is entitled. I fail to see why, from the
other side of the House, so many dis-
paraging vemarks should be made in
connection with the great work now he-
ing done by the Honorary Minister, Mr.
Mitchell.  What that gentleman has
done during the few years he has held
the pasition entitles him to more than
ordinary consideration from menhers,
even of the Opposition. Nothing gave
me usreater pleasure than when T heard
and saw in my travels round the country
thar men like the member for Kanowny
(Mr. Walker). the Leader of the Opposi-
tien (Mr. Bath), and the member for
Pilbara (M, Underwood}, have taken
upon ‘themsel\'es the respensibility of
acquiring Lracts of eountry with ¢he
view, presumably, of bettering their posi-
tion. On every oceasion, however, when
the Honorary Minister brings forward
any scheme it is belittled by Opposition
members. All know well the vast exteni
of Western Australian territory, with
its millious of square miles of c‘ountrv,
and that up to now only some 14 millions
of acres have been alienated, or are in
process of alienation, We are told hv
our agrienltural and surveving expert.s
that we have in the South-Western por-
tion of the State country to the extent
of about 90 millions of acres which is
capable of producing corn and everv
other commodity of the soil. Out of
that 90 million acres only some 14 mil-
lions. as T have said, are alienated or in
process of alienation. We have an en-
ormous country to look after, and it
devolves on all of us to do our best ta
further the interests of the great aayi-
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enltural portions of Western Australia,
Nothing gives me greater pleasure than
to find a man who has made a small
competency on the flelds coming down
to the coastal distriets to reside. and to
make his home in the settled parts of
Western Australia. I wonld like to see
a few thousand men from there taking
up our lands, and weuld much prefer
that to witnessing the arrival of a kind
of panper population from the mother
country. During my reeent towr in the
Eastern distriets T have seen examples
of what our new immigrants are capable
of doing as compared with the work
of the older settler, who husbands and
farms his land in a proper style. I have
had the pleasure of seeing a T700-acre
field that is giving its owner a return
of nearly two tons to the aecre, while
within two miles of that field there is a
T0-acre erop which was put in by an
mmexperienced man from the mother
country that will not return much more
than 2ewt. to the acre. I trust that
when my friend, the Leader of the Op-
position, and those other gentlemen on
his side of the House who have taken up
land, work their properties, they will
follow the example of those who have
had some small experience of farming
in a proper manner. When we hear the
cries of the unemployed, those of us
who understand the econditions in the
country realise that there is really no
necessity for it, beeause if those men
care to go into agricultural centres and
do a deeent day’s work for a decent
day’s pay they will be easily accomme-
dated.

Mr. Taylor :
work scarce.

Mr. MONGER: I am always only too
pleased to give every assistance in that
direction.

Mr. Carsor :
low a chance.

Mr. MONGER: I desire to eongrafu-
late the Opposition on the splendid mau-
ner in which they have heen able to
provoke strikes throughout the State.

Mr. Walker: That is not right.

Mr. MONGER: I vegret that the mem-
hers for Murchison (Mr. Holman) and
Cure (Myr. Heitmann) are not present so

You have never made

He gives the other fel-
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that I could relate to thera what a great
and noble work they have done in the
interests of the workers of Western
Australia. I trust the member for Cue
every night from this on, when he goes
to his bed, will congratulate himself up-
on the active and noble stand he has
taken in connection with the Nallan
wood strike; I hepe he will think of
some of those 500 families connected
with that one big mine on the Murchi-
son; I hope he will think of the straits
and tronbles they are placed in owing
to the attitude he and others on the Op-
position side of the House have taken in
connection with that matter.

Mr. Walker : That 1s absolutely in-
correct.

Mr. Bolion: And be knows it.

Mr. MONGER: I would be sorry to
make an incorrect statement in this
Honse; bui let the member for Kanowna
show me that those iwo members to
whom I have referred made the slightest
cffort to ameliorate the conditions of
the workers in the unfortunate frenble
at Nallan.

Mr. Walker: Show us how they have
attempted to do an injury t> the people
up there.

Mr. MONGER: I ean only say that T
hope all those gentlemen who represent
as they say they do, the great democratic
portions of Western Australia—I can
only hope, T repeat, that they will be able
to say to those 500 non-workers and to
those who are associafed with them, “we
did our duly to you.”’

Mr. Walker: Have vou tried to get
the mines 1o come to lerms 7 They want
to shut up, it is not the workers.

Mr. MONGFER : Having referred to the
remarks that have hcer made hy the
members on the other side, I must make
some little reference to the Arbitration
Act. I would like to see i, and T he-
lieve every hon. member would like to
see it so amended that the deeisions when
once arrived at would be absolutely
final. But what is the result 2 If there
is to be arbitration with unions under
the regime of some of my friends on
the opposite side. and a dr-ision is piven
against them, the result is simply that
they will not have it. I say with all due
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respect to everyone, as long as the affairs
of Western Australia are conducted on
those prineiples, the sooner the Act is
su amended that gentlemen on that side
and gentlemen on this side of the House
will be able more easily than at the pre-
sent time to eome to a proper and de-
finite understanding the better it will be
for the country and ceverybody. 1 say
that if the attitude adopted by the
gentlemen whom I have mentioned—and
I am sorry to see that many of them are
away this afternoon at Menzies—during
the whele eaurse of their political enreer
is to be allowed to continue it will he
a standing disgrace to ihe people of
Westere Australia. During the course
of the remarks of one member who sits
on the opposite side of the House we
were told that speeial privileges had
been given by the Government to certain
prominent individuals in connection with
aveas of land that had been acquired or
were in process of acquirement. No
mention on the other hand was made of
those tracts of eountry which my friend
the Leader of the Opposition and others
were desirous of acquiring.

Mr. Bath : 1 did not get a"tip that
a railway was going there,
The Minister for Works: Who did?

Mr, Bath :
ment.

Myr. MONGER: T will give that the lie
direet. '

Mr. Speaker : The hon. member wust
withdraw that remark.

The Minister for Works : TIs the hou,
member, the Leader of the Opposition,
allowed to stale here that memhers of the
Government gave information to enable
cerfain people to take up land in con-
nection with railway extensions ?

AMr. Speaker : Did the hon. member
state that 2 If the hon. member makes
such a statement it is certainly a reflec-
tton and he should withdraw it,

Mr. Bath © 1 may say that the state-
ment was made to the hon. member for
Mt. Magnet. by Mr. Glowrey, in the pub-
lic room of the Lands Department.

The Minister for Works: Do T under-
stand the Leader of the Opposition to

Supporters of the Govern-
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state that JMr. Glowrey said he had pre-
vicns information from members of the
Governnent in connection with railway
extensions 7 That is what I want to
know,

AMr. Bath : What Mr. Glowrey said
to the hon. member for Mi. Magmet is
“you want to get in the know.” .

The Minister for Works : That isnot
the statement that the hon. nember has
made and I must ask for the withdrawal
of what he previously said.

Mr. Speaker : If the hon. member
made sueh a statement T am sure be will
withdraw it, as it is undoubtedly a rve-
flection on the Government.

Ar. Bath: I would like to have from
the Minister for Works the exact state-
ment. T would ask him to repeat what
T said.

The Minister for Works : The hon.
member stated that information as to
vailway extension had been given by
mentbers of the Government to their sup-
porters.

Mr. Bath : That is entirely incorrect.
What I said was we did not get informa-
tion in regard to tracts of land that the
hon, member for York is speaking aboui.
Permit me to say also that my land is
not near any railway that has been huilt
or even projected.

The Minister for Works :
hon. member to withdraw.

Mr. Speaker :  The hon. member is
very reasonable ; he denies using the
words attributed to him and I must ae-
cept his denial. If he used those words
unquestionably he must withdraw them.

The Minister for Works: I asked the
question, who did give the information?

Mr. Bath : 1f, in your opinion, Mr.
Speaker, I have transgrassed the rules of
the House, I will withdraw.

Mr. Speaker No,: T have accepted the
hon. members denial.

Mr. Bath : My objection was to a
misstatement of the words which I used.
It was only in reply to a misstatement
from the hon. member for York.

Mr. MONGER: As far as I know the
members of the Governmnent, and T am
fairly well acquainted with them, I find

I ask the
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that on every possible accasion if it is the
question of an interview with a Minister,
the gentlemen on the opposite side of the
House receive far greater consideration
than we on this side do.

Mr. Bolton : We do not receive much.

Mr. MONGER : As far as acquiring
- information ahout land is eoncerned, I
can say 1 have never had divulged
by any member of the (GGovernment the
direetion in whieh a line of railway was
about to go. But when I see in the Pre-
mier's policy speech that he proposes to
constiugt a line of railway or continne
the construction from Wickepin to a
point on the Eastern vailway it is only
human nature that a man whe has an eye
to business will say: “I am going to form
an opimion as te the position which this
line will take and will settle on the land.”
That is the peint. T am desirous of see-
ing nll the surplus goldfields population
settled on the land. Whilst regretting
that the population is decreasing on cer-
tain parts of the goldfields, I am more
than pleased to find that the people
are coming down to settle  in the
agrienltural centres of Western Australia.
We, the old residents of Western Aus-
iralia, are always pleased to weleome and
always pleased to see those suceessful
goldfields people coming down and mak-
ing their permanent homes on the agrienl-
tural lands of the State. As I said in the
earlier stages of my remarks, we have a
magnifieent territory of 90 millions of
acres, only 14 millions of which are
alienated or in process of alienation.
With that great balance why eannot we
on this side of the House and those gentle-
men on the olher side, work for one
common desire, that is the advance-
ment of every one in the communify,
for the advancement of Western Aus-
tralia generally. Now, I want to refer
to one little remark that fell from the
hon. member for Murchison when he was
speaking the other evening, and I rather
regret his absence this afternoon. In
the course of his speech the hon. member
made a refort to an interjeetion of mine
that owing to the way in which I had re-
cently heen received by my electors the
chances were that after this Parliament
was over I would have very little prob-
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ability of ever seeing the seat again. I do
hope that during this Parliament there
will be a Redistribution of Seats Bill
brought in by the Government and noth-
ing would give me greater pleasure than
to see Murchison and York combined.

Mr. Taylor : That would be the end
of you.

Mr. MONGER : 1 venture to say
there would be no John B. Holman with-
in the precincts of the Chamber after

that eleetion,

My, Heitmann : 1 wish the hon. mem-
ber would repeat those remarks. he made
about me in my presence a few minutes
ago.

Mr. MONGER : The hon, member
has asked me to repeat what I have al-
ready said about him. Nothing will give
me greater pleasure. I referred to the
faet and T congratulated the hon. member
upor having heen one of those who ac-
cording fo wnewspaper reports and ac-
cording to the position he held upon a
certain mine, that he had done more to-
wards causing distress and inconvenience
among 5300 happy homes than any other
man ir Western Australia. I refer to
the Nallan strike, and T compliment the
lon. member and I hope he will be able to
wo bhome and rvest his weary head and
say, “I am perfeetly innoeent; T did my
best to prevent these poor unfortunate
500 families so much distress.”

Mr. Heitmann : Yon are a eoward to
make such a statement.

BMr. Speaker: The hon. member must
withdraw that remark.

Mr. Hettmann: I withdraw.

Mr. MONGER: 1 thank hon. mem-
bers for having listened to my few re-
marks, and T do hope we will be able
to carry on the business of Parliament
as a happy family and easily finish be-
fore Christmas.

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue) : It was not
my intention to speak at this stage on the
Address-in-Reply, but I desire to take this
opportunity of giving the hon. member
who has just sat down some information
in regard to the Nallan strike and also
in regard to the part the firewood com-
pany have played. The hon. member
said that T was responsible in some degree
for the throwing out of work of some
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404y op 300 wmen, and I said it was cow-
ardly te make such a remark, becouse I
certainly think that an hon. member of
this Chamber, instead of making a bald
statement in reference to the actions of
another hon. member, should at least try
to get at the truth. Ti is known to every-
one who has investigated this matter, to
anvone who has made inquiries at all,
that [ played the part in that matter not
to get the men to strike, but to get them
to remain at work, and 1 was the only
one on the Murchison who could have got
the men to arbitrate and who did get
gef them to do so.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for
Mt. Macvgaret is not in order in holding
up a newspaper in the way bhe is doing.

Mr. HEITMANN Why the hon.
member should aceuse me of heing re-
sponsibie for throwing four or five bun-
dred men out of. work, I eannot under-
stand. The hon. member must be dream-
ing. He must be indebted to his imagina-
tion for his facts, and I strongly resent
such a statement coming from a member
of this House, unless he had substan-
tial reasons for it. T say again he is a
coward to make such a statement.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must withdeaw that statement ; it is net

parliamentary.
Mr. HEITMANYN : I withdraw ; but
after——

Mr. SPEAKER : D¢ not repeat it.

Mr. HEITMANN : T withdraw the
statement, and I would say that after
trying for a number of weeks to bring
about an amicable settlement of this dis-
pute, it is grossly unfair to be aecused
in the way I have been accused to-day.
Touching on this Nallan wood strike, I
waould like to get to the start of it. About
twelve months ago the Government ealled
for tenders from contractors prepared to
supply the mines at Day Dawn and Cue
with firewood. That was after the Gov-
ernment had been asked by myself time
after time te build a railway to supply
the mines there with firewood. It was a
gentleman of the name of Baxter who
was the successful tenderer. 1 wish to
point out to those champions of private
enterprise on the Government benches
the aetions of this individual. and T
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would ask : fs this Mz Baxter a desir-
able man to hLave in the State?  Mr.
Baxier got a contract from the Govern-
ment, and without doing one band’s turn
sold the conecession Tor £400 or £300,
Wow I would like to know who is paying
that £500. The men who are oul on strike
trving to get a living wage are asked to
pay the £500 (o these champions of pri-
vate enferprise. Here was a man who
had the eoncession selling it without do-
ing a hand’s tap, withont doing anything
for it, for £300.

Ar. Monger : Do you know that posi-
Lively, or is it just an affirmative state-
went ?

Mr, HEITMANN :
he sold his concession.

Mr. Menger : 1 suppose it eost him
something.

Mr. HEITMANN : I do not know
whether it c¢ost him anything, though it
costs n lot to get information. At any
rate he sold his concession, and I am led
to helieve that the present Company
spent something like £1,000. That is all
they did. The rails and sleepers were pro-
vided hy the Government, and the result
has been, as I predicted here 18 months
ago, they followed the same lines that were
followed by the woud contractors on the
Eastern Goldfields, namely, their only
idea of making the thing pay is fo sweat
the workers, and I am inelined to think
that in swenting the warkers they are go-
ing te be supported by the very people
who should protect the men:.

The Treasurer : Do you uphold the
award 2

Mr. HEITMAXN : Supposing I do;
there is an award, but still I cannot force
these Italians who have been employed
by the company to work. My advice to
them was to clear up their wood and
clear out and leave it. At the same time
the men who were fighting the eompany
for weeks for an increase of 3d. a day—

The Treasurer : Where does the
sweating come in ?

Mr. HEITMANN : One of the wit-
nesses brought by the company hefore
the arbitrator worked for three months
on the line and went away with £3.

The Treasurer: But where is
sweating on the terms of the award ?

I would say that

the
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Mr. HEITMANN : The fact that Great Fingal mine to-day there is a big

they have been out for 14 or 15 weeks
shows thai there is sweating somewhere.
The only idea of this company, and of
other companies in Western Australia,
i making profits is to make them out of
the worker, This wood cutting is about
the worst occupation any man can take
ap in the State, espeecially during the
sinmer months. But the men wanted to
make a fair thing and it was proved be-
fore the arbitrator that they could not
make a fair wage from the conditions
under which they were working. I be-
lieve an application has been made to the
Government on the part of the wood
eompany for exemption from the pay-
ment of vent. I believe they are paying
10 per cent. on the cost of rails, sleepers,
etectera, but T think it is the duty of
the Government not to back up the
capitalistic company or the party who are
nndoubtedly sweating their workers, but
rather (o bring about a settlement and. if
anything, to lean to the side of the
worker, It is had enough for these men
who have been emploved at a sweating
wage, as proved by the evidence, to be
out for 14 weeks fighting the company,
but when we find the Government ready
to assist the company, where can these
men torn to get assistance ¢ It is amus-
mg to hear the eompany’s view of the
position and to hear the sympathy ex-
pressed for the few British workmen on
this line, because the Ttalians have kept
them out. 1t is enongh to make one smile.
As a matter of fact, T was on the line
before the strike started, and I was out
there a week afier the strike was on, and
oul of 1530 men emploved on the line I
think there were 25 Britishers. Now the
eompany express sincere sympathy for
the British workmen, because the Italians
are keeping them out. I say here, that
the company deserve all they get if the
Italians never go to work, or if they pull
up the line. They used the Italians in
the first place in the same manner as the
mining companies in the Siate are using
them, as a lever on the British worker.
No one can tell me that the Ttalians are
better than the British workers. As a rule
the British workers are hetter whether at
skilled or unskilled work, but on the

percentage of foreigners. Why is it?
Aunyvone knows they are not better men
than the Britishers. These foreigners are
simply used on the timber line and on the
mines of Western Ausiralia because the
companies can get them to work under
conditions which the British work-
ers will nol work. As far as [ am
coneerned, 1 would like to see a settle-
ment of this wood dispute bronght about;
but al the same time if the men are not
prepaved to aceept the award, I am pre-
parved to stick up for them every time
whether they be British or Italians.

The Treasurer : Then vou are suppori-
ing the strike?

Mr. HEITMANN: T asited that this
line be built by the Government, but that
was ng wood to certain individuals. 1t
was no good to the elass that sits on the
Ministerial benches to-day. There was
nothing to be made ont of the Govern-
ment building the line, There was no-
thing for the friends of the private enter-
prise erowd. They could wmake nothing
ouni of it. But I venture to say that if
the line had heen built by the Govern-
ment there would have heen no sirike to-
day, the men would have been getiing
an equivalent for their tabounr, and the
50G thrown out of work on the Great
Fingal wonld be working now. It has
taught me a lesson thal as long as T am
in this Chamber I am going to objeet
strongly lo private ecterprise of  this
deseription. 'There they are using the
people’s funds, and in order to make a
certain amount of eapital ont of it they
use the woodeutters, the producers. The
company stand on velvet. Froni whar [
can gather they have laid out alwout
£1,000, and T am told that in one monih,
the month prior to the strike, they had
a return of something like £350 an this
capital expenditure of £1,000. T wanld
like to ask who is earning this money.
The men out in (he bush, And they not
only have to eam these dividends. but
the £300 paid to the owner of the con-
cession in the frst place. Yet they are
expected te make a fair thing. 1t is
well known that the men in the bush
around Cue cannet make it at 3s. a ton.
A great deal of sympathy has been ex-
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pressed For the eompany, and 1 believe it
was the intention of the Government to
grant them exemption, But 1 would like
to say that when the evidence was heard
before ihe arbitrator, it was proved that
the company, or at least the manager of
the company was a daylight robber. Evi-
dence was given to prove thai one man
wag earting a certain number of loads a
day and that these leads contained a
certain weight. e swore that he caried
30ewt.. and the manager of the company
paid a woodeutter at the rate of 4s. 10d.
a lead of 30ewt. Before the arbitrator
the representalive of the company tried
to prove that he was being robhed whole-
sale by the sub-contrastors who were the
cause of the trouble. The only evidence
we had in reference to ihis matter was
that the company had robbed one man,
inasmuch as he got 4s. 10d. where he
should have been paid 7s. 6d. I have
not the slightest sympathy with the com-
pany. They started out on their venture,

and the only method they had of working.

was to get the work done under a fair
rate. I still hope a settlement will be
brought about, but as long as the workers
are prepared to stay cut and fight the
company I am prepared to fight with the
men. (retting away from that question I
wish to touch on a few matters, mostly
on mining. For the last three or four
months we have heard of ihe great as-

sistance that has been given to the
mining industry and especially to the
small men. It is laughable to hear our

Minister for Mines telling us what he has
done for the industry. I find that as far
as Cue is concerned if there was any-
thing he could do to retard the progress
of the town he did it. T reeently intro-
duced a deputation to the Minister ask-
ing that a public battery be erected in
Cue. It is well known that there is no
town on the goldfields of Western Aus-
tralia that has lived on its own resources
to the same extent as Cue. Very little
outside capital has been pui inio the
mines there, but still it is a very solid
little place. The Minister. after spend-
ing an hour or two with the owner of a
baitery in Cue, came down with the same
individual and did not even have the
decency to ask him to retire when the
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prospectors had their interview. I will
say here that the Minister was almost
insulting to thuse men, TIn the first place
he doubted if they were prospectors, and
aliogether he seemed {o meet the depu-
tation fully primed with information
from the gentleman who was opposed to
the erection of a publie battery there.
Naturally there are certain people op-
posed to public batteries heing put up,
hbecause they own balteries themselves
and want to get the erushing; they want
to live for some time to come, as they
have lived in the past, on erushing for
the publiec. The public believe that a
Giovernment battery would be the means
of practically making the place, still we
are told by the Minister for Mines that
there are crushing faecilities there and
that he is not prepared to give more,
At that time the Minister for Mines pro-
mised a deputation faithfully—by the
way on that occasion he promised almost
everyvthing asked for if the request was
made by my opponent at that time, M.
Chessou—to try and bring about a system
of rebate on ore crushed at privately
owned batteries, but from that day up
to the present time we have never heard
vne word about it. Another case at ihe
same time oeeurred. A representative of
a syndieate known as the Empty Syndi-
cate of Cue waited on the Minister and
asked for some assistance to enalle them
to do cerlain work; the Minister pro-
mised to go into the matter on his re-
turn to Perth. but up te a fortnight ago
not a word had been heard from that in-
dividual by the syndicate. That s
another instance which shows what an
interest the Minister takes in the mining
indnstry in Western Australia,. We rnind
eeriain gentlemen able to get anything
frotu the Minister. A party by the name
of Wilson and Moxen were able to gel
assistanee before they had even taken up
a lease: thev bought certain machinery
with Government maney and took it to
Yalgoo, and some of it is there now. I
helieve, in the railway yards. This party
#tid not have a lease, they had a prospect-
ing area only. What is the eonclusion
one comes to, it is simply this, that cer-
tain back-door inethods are adopted by
the Minister for Mines which are not
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creditable to himself and whieh are not
in the hest interests of the mining in-
dustry of this State. I have seen case
after case where the Minister has heen in-
fluenced by er parte statements; I have
seen where wardens deeisions have been
reversed without any reason being given
by this great Minister for Mines, Mr.
Gregory.

The Treasurer:
Moxon?

Mr. HEITMANN: T would not be sure
of the names, but 1 think those are the
names.

WUy, Bath: He comes from Mulling, a
great supporter.

Mr., HEITMANN: I do not know if
thrat indicates anything, but it is a disgrace
to the Mines Department; it is eharae-
teristic of the dealings of that department.
The man who has a genuine elaim for con-
sideration by the department is generally
starved ount in waiting for a reply; a
“bounder” comes along who has influence
with members of the Government and he
gets what he likes.

Mr. Bath: The Mines Department de-
clare that the whole thing was a great
mistake, this loan to Moxon and Wilsen
at Yalgoo, after they “fell in the soup.”

The Treasurer: They must be “hound-
e'.S‘H

Who are Wilson and

Mr. HEITMANN : They must be
“bounders” to get that. ! know genuine
prospectors who have bheen absolutely
robhed of property which has heen
given to  “wild ecat” promofers.
Case after ecase of this deseription
can  he brought forward, yet we

hear so mueh about the encouragement
which is given te the mining industry in
Western Australia.  Take for instance
the Wheal Ellen matter which was most
unsatisfactory; then there were the Legaey
Leases, and the Star of Aberdare is an-
other case. All these prove to me that
when the interests of the poor man clashes
wilh the interests of the individual whe
has liberty to get in the back ways of the
Mines Departinent, the poor man has not
a possible chance with the department.
The Treasurer: There is no back way.
Mr, HEITMANN : What about the
Legacy Leases. In that case the warden
listened to the evidence for two days,
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he took the evidence and gave the leases
to the genuine prospector. The warden
decided he would not forfeit Lhe leases

‘when an application was made by a man

called Thompson. The warden recommen-
ded that a fine should be placed on the
working man. Thompson was not satis-
fied with and at first he got to the Press,
and then he trotted to the back door of
the Mines Department. The Minister did
not even refer the case back to the warden
as he should have done if fresh evidence
could be brought to bear, he did not even
do that, he reversed the decision of the
warden and gave the lease to the “wild
cat’” promoter, for the man was well
known as a “wild cat” promoter in this
State; he will take up lease after lease
and get rid of them to somebody else-so
as to niake money out of them. I do not
ubjeet fo hin doing that, for it is looked
upon as legitimate game in Western Aus-
tralia. And in Melbourne anything short
of robhery is looked on as legitimate. In
a ease there the gentleman gof a fair
raking over by the Judge. The Wheal
Ellen is another case which shows that
pressure can be brought to bear on the
Minister. [ am perfectly satisfied that
the poor man cannot get a fair deal in
the Mines Department from my experi-
ence. | would like to go once more into
the question of the administration of the
Mines Regulation Aet. Time after time,
T have brought this under the notice of the
publie, and the Government during the
whole time have sat eallously by regarding
the lives of miners as of nov eonsideration,
I aecuse menbhers sitting on the Govern-
ment side with the same thing. It seems
to me tlat a man’s life is not to be con-
sidered in any way at all. Members on
the Government side listen to one man on
their side, while ten or eleven members
on the Opposition side speak, and no
notice is taken of what they say. The
Mines Regulation Aect in some respeets is
good, but the administration of it one can-
not call anything but rotten. It may not
be known to the members of the Govern-
ment or the members silting on the Go-
vernment side of the House that Western
Australia has the unenviable record of a
higher percentage of deaths in mining
disasters than any other State in Austra-
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ha, and from recemd veports we fimd the
Murehison eaps the whole of Australiain
fatal accidentz. During the lase three or
four months five or six dleaths have oe-
carred in mines on the Murchizon where
there are anly 2000 or 3000 people em-
ploved. and ne naticv 13 1aken. We find
in ihe 81, George mine at Magnet—a dan-
gerous nine 1o work in 1 admit—one man
was killed there ane dav. and a week or
two after another man was killed, then on
the Following Sunday there was a tall ol
carth of four vy fve tons Injuring mes,
Tn a fortnight twa or three men were
killed iu cvoe mive. two men were killed
underground. Ts this going (o he altered
ar are we ta confinue to give the hves of
the miners, adding them to the cost of the
production of gold? It will be muech
better o elose the mines allogether than
add the lives of miners to the eos( of the
produetion of the sold. 1t is absolutely
impassible (o bring these matlers hefare
the Government, for it ix well known that
1he veneral conditions of mining is bad in
this State.  Men working in the decp
mines have nol a possible chanee of living
ont their ordained lives, Tn some of the
deep mines in Western Australin il is
only a maller of ten or twelve vears, in
faet a man is very fortunate. and he
must be a very strong man, it he ean
stand working in these deep mines for
ten or {welve vears, In such mines as the
Fingal and ihe big mines of Kalegoorlie
vear affer vear the falal aceidents are
piling np. and ro-day we have the reeord
for Australia of fatal accidents on the
Murehison. | believe there is a percentage
of 60 Jdeaths per vear for every 10,000
miners emplaved on the Murchison. This
18 2 martter which iz deserving the con-
sideration of members of the House, We
find in Western Australin at the presem
time (hat there are hiundreds of men who
after working a few vears in the mines
find that 1hey are unable ia continue their
ocenpation. What does it mean? Would
1t not he more desirable tu have a betier
inspection of mines, 1o keep the men in
a fair stare of health? We see 1he suffer-
ing miner and lhe worn-owl miner—it
must he terrible sufferine.  for he s
often  mentally  as well as physieally
safferineg, One often sees cases where a
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mun has to sit Llly by and wateh his
wife aml children almost starving: that
i= bad enough, hut lie haz physical saffer-
ing at the same time, A few weeks aco
we heard of a sensational accident down
at the show grounds at Claremont, and at
that tine there seemed {fo go through ithe
people of Western Ausiralia a zreat teel-
ing of horror and of sympathy for the
untoriunate man and Cor those who were
lef1 bhehind. 1 only wish that the acei-
dents that happen in the mines could be
witnessed by the same cwowd of people
and we shoubl see what kind of feelings
exigl in the lhearts and minds of - the
population. The people would not rest
until memhers of the Tause did some-
thing (o remedy the existing state of
aftairs. for it s too bad. The conditions
of the mines are bad enough even with
the hest supervision. On the Murchison
we have the administration of the Mines
Aet becoming an absolute farce. T am
sorry the Premier is nol in his plaee in
the House, beeause [ am going 10 demand
from the Government that the gentleman
whe las filled the position of inspeetor
ol mines on the Murchison shonld be re-
inoved. At the present Bime so indignant
are the miners througrhout e Murchison
that they are sizming a petition. tfrom one
end of the Murehison to the wther, ask-
ing that he be vremoved. This gentleman
is well known. 1 have challenged the Gov-
ernment (ime after time to disprove the
charges whieh T have brought against
him.  If I conld not prove them or if T
did not prove  iltem  (he Government
should have enlled npon me 10 apologise
for what T said. There was the case in
whicl: the member for North Fremantle
made certain charges against the Com-
misgsioner of Railwavs and he failed to
prove them: an apology was demanded
from that gentleman. [ have made worse
charges than ihat member made: I have
charged the inspector of mines wiih
things ten times worse than the member
tar North Fremantle eharged against the
Commissioner of Railways.

M. Balton: But they withdrew the re-
fquest.

Mr. HEITMANY: They asked foran
apolozy: why da they not do the same in
my ecase, for my charges are ten times
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worse than thuse brought forward by the

hon. member.

Mr. Taylor:
comes baelk,

AMr. HEITMANN: T am satisfied that
the Minister will be absolutely on one
side. Had he witnessed one individnal
murdering another he would have been
excused because it was on the right side.
If members will only read the evidence
in the eases they will see that T am right,
We find chat-this inspector for mines was
noi only prepared to allow the mines {o
become in a dangervus condition——

Mr. Monger: T have heard that for the
lagr five vears.

Mr. HEITMANN: 1f members will
only read the evidenee they will find that
T charged the inspector with not only al-
lowing the mines to beeome dangerous,
but in the case of men who are injured
he ig prepared to go further, and even go
to the deathbed of an injured man to
proteet the companics against the antiei-
pated legal actions. Now this is a gentle-
man who is supposed to administer an
Act  broughr in solely for the workers
themselves, and what do we find? Dur-
ing the evidence given al an inguest inlo
the death of one called Smitly, at Earles
a few months ago, we find the inspestor
aching tn a manner that would have led
a stranger to believe he was appearing as
eonnsel for ihe company. inslead of pro-
tecting the intevests of the men. He aels
as counsel for the company on every pos-
sible aceasion. Can the Government allow
this to continue? The hon. member who
is now fighting his eleetion knows only
ton well that this inspeetor, Mr. Lander,
was removed from Kalgoorlie because he
did not administer the Aet as he should
have daove.

Me. Monger: He did netr administer if
to vour liking.

Mr., HETTMANN: T was uot there.
The faet remaing he was petitioned oul
of the districl by the miners: and if it be
necessary e will be petitioned out of
this distriet. T sav he has no reward what-
ever for the lives and healih of the
miners, He is with the mining ecompanies
every time.

JMr. Monger: That ix an nnfair state-
ment,

Wait till ihe Minister
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Mr. HETTMANY: [g it unfnir against
the man who on the evidence bronght by
myself went to a dying man in a hospi-
tal and wrote down a false statement in
order to proteet the company? You say
it 15 unfair? Can anything urged against
an individual of this deseription be un-
fair? Yet ihie Minister for Mines knows
full well that this gentleman is not what
e should be, and every member of that
Government knows that [ proved the
chavges T brought against him.

Atr. Monger: You did not; you abse-
lutely failed.

Mr. HEITMANN: Did I fail? T have
tried i get that threshed out in this
House on several occasions, and it has
been blocked time after time. T am pre-
pared to bring it up again and if any
hon. member will tell e that T failed to
prove my charges it will be a revelation
to me.  Every miner on, the Murchison
is convineed thal 1he charges | made
were proved. This man is looked upon
with harred and eontempl righi through-
out the whole distriet,

Mr. Monger: TBut the Court
against yow

Mr. HEITMANN: The Court
againgl e, it 18 lrue,

gnve it

wave if

Mr. Monger: And that was Warden
Trav.

My, Bolton: Nonsense.

Mr. HEITMANXN: The hon, member

shoulil keep to whal he knows soinething
about. As a natter of faet. now that you
have mentioned Warden Troy T will say
it only shows the roltenness of the Mines
Department thai they appoint Warden
Troy s econduet the imquiry and owing
fo certain eommunications from Cue re-
maove hit again. What ean have heen
the abject? Warden Troxy was appointed
Roval  Commiszioner to  hpar  these
charges, Snddenly telegraoms which have
never been allowed to appear ou the iile
were sent from Cue (o the Minister for
Mines in Perth. [ found out who sent
these Lelegrams and what his object was.
What eould be the objeet in removing
Warden Troy and sending somebody
else? Only to protect ane of the officers

of the department. * 1t is well-known
throngheit the whole disivict. [ am
nob using my personal  spleen  against
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this man but 1 am going to follow him
until he is removed. 1 helieve he is not
honest in any way. I have proved ii,
yet Ministers sit idly by and allow the
lives of the miners to be thrown away on
many occasions simply because they will
not remove this individual from office.

Mr, Monger: That is another of those
unfair remarks.

My, HEITMANN: The hon. member
got up in this House this afternoon and
accused me of things be knows abso-
lutely nothing about, just as when he
spoke of Warden Troy as having sat as
a Royal Commissioner te inquire into the
charges I made against Mr. Lander. It is
well-known that I worked for weeks try-
ing to bring about a settlement of that

strike to which the hon. member referred.

He speaks of something he knows
abselutely  nothing  about. Is this
going to continue for ever? Are the

lives of miners not to he eonsidered? Arve
w¢ to go on seeing these men working
under eonditions that are really bad, that
will not give the men a fair chanee? [t
seems to me that the Government are
not aware of what should be the first
funetion of any Government—that is to
provide deeent living conditions and a
certain amount of happiness for popu-
lation. On the other hand we find them
direetly fighting against these things in-
asmuch as they support the maladminis-
tration of an Ael in ithe way 1 have
stuted. The Treasurer may look ealmly
upon these things. He does not under-
stand them nor does he try to. e knows
this individual was removed from I{al-
goorlic fur misbehaviour.

The Trewsurer: 1 know Mr. Lander to
be a gead and honest man. T know him
personally as a good man.

Mre. HEITMANN: If the Minister will
o to any part of the Murelison and wet
an impartial opinion, whether from
miners or from business people, he will
hear this man discussed with the greatest
contempt from one end of the Murchizon
to the other. I asked this Government
during the last session of last Parlia-
ment to inquirve into the circumstances
surrounding the death of Smith at Eavles.
We had in that case evidence that the
mine was unsafe. We had evidence of
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this inspector travelling along there and
hurrying on the inquest, getting up from
his seat and instructing the acting
coroner as to what to do, and refusing
the brother of the deceased an adjourn-
ment of the inquest. Why? Because on
his own explanation he had more impor-
tant business to attend to. He did unot
want to be kept there all night, he said,
and at two o’clock in the morning he
had them siiting on this inquest in order
that he might get away elsewhere. Have
the Government made any inquiry? All
through the Murchison the case was re-
garded ns a scandal.

Mr. Monger: And you never reported
it

Mr. HEITMANN : 1 wreote to  the
Mines Department right away and in this
House I asked the Government to hold
an inquiry.  Svmebody should have been
placed in the dock for manslanghter.
Here was a place absclutely unsafe and
known to be unsafe. Two men had left
the work only that morning because it
was unsafe,

Mr. Monger: What was the coroner
deing if he allowed all this?

My, HEITMANN: It would seem a
remarkable faet that this should inke
place with the eoroner there, but he was
a justice of the peace and he did not
know ihe procedure. In the first place
he ghonld have allowed the adjournment
asked for by the hrother of the deceased,
wha wanted to be represented by counsel;
but after being in eonsultation with the
inspector of mines he =aid he could not
grani an adjournnient.

Mr, Monger: Po wou eharge the
coraner with incomnpetency ?

Mr. HEITMANN: I am not particu-
lar what he may be charged with. "The
man I want to get at is the Governmeut
semvant paid with Goverument money for
duties which he does not carry out.

Mr. Foulkes: Did any solicitor appear
on behalf of (he relatives?

Mr, HEITMANN: No; the brother of
the deceased asked for am adjournment,
slating that he wanted to be vepresented
by counsel. The inspector of mines rose
from his place at ilie tahle nnd consulted
with the coroner, after which the coroner
refused to grant the adjournment. The
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inspector stated in a whisper, which how-
ever, was overheard, that he had more
important business to perform.

Mr. Foulkes: Was the inquiry finished
in one day?

Mr. HEITMANN : 1t finished that
night, and we had the disgraceful spee-
tacle of the jury sitting out in the bnsh
around a fire at two o’clock in the morn-
ing to consider their verdict.

Mr. Monger: Were there not two sit-
tings.

AMr. HEITMANN: I could not say now,
but it ended at two o’cloek in the morn-
g,

Mr. Foulkes: Were not the jurymen
miners.

Mr. HETTMANN : The foreman of
the jury was a miner. He drew up a
verdict to the effect that the man met his
death by accident. Me wauted to stop at
that but he no sooner wrote it out than
the inspector of mines jumped up and
gaid, “No blame attachable to anybody.”
The foreman said there was blame, but
he could not just then say to whom it
should attach. They then got the other
three to agree to it that the blame could
not bhe fixed. The deceased had been
working in an open eut that any man
could see was dangerous. Two men left
the work the very morning of the aeci-
dent simply because they were asked to
work in this parbicular place, and they
would not do it. Yet we find the inspec-
tor of mines telling falselioeds against
the weight of evidence. He said there
were four props holding up this ground;
yvet strangely enough no other witness
eould be found to support this. Now I
want to know how long this is to go on.
Have the Government made any inquiry
into this aceident? Do they considér the
life of a miner not worth inguiring into?%
Five or six fatal accidents have occeured
during the last three or four months and
it 15 beecoming so bad that not only are
these unfortunate men killed, but their
relatives have to fight in every ease for
the compensation which the framers of
the Compensation Aect held to be their
right and due. T trust that the Bill to
be brought forward by the hon. member
for Dundas (Mr. Hudsen) will mend this
state of affairs by doing away with the
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defence that can be bronght forward by
an employer. During the last 12 months
this section was struek out of the Eng-
lish Aet and that, too, in a very conserva-
tive country. I hope this Bill when it
is bronght forward will receive the sup-
port of this Hunse in order to give the
widows of the miners a chance to get
compensation which everyone will ad-
mit is due to them. I want to say that
notwithstanding these c¢harges made
time after time in this House the lives of
the miners are being saecrificed and we
find Ministers, especially this ultra demo-
cratic Mr. Guregory, telling us that he
looks nfter the interests of tbe miners
and that his administration is all that

iz pure. In my opinion this hon. member,

and the Ministers who assist him by
leaving the whole of the Mines Depart-
ment to him, ave responsible to a cer-
tain extent and they should be made to
answer for many of the aceidents in the
mines of Western Australia. The faet
that we have a higher percentage of
mining aceidents than obtains anywhere
else in the Commonwealth should be
sufficient to make even the Minister for
Works want an inguiry. As a mafter of
faet there is no part of Australia where
mines c¢an be worked more safely than
in Western Australia. As a matter of
fact there is no part of Australia where
men suffer more in their work than in
this State. Hard ground lends itself to
safe eonditions if the ordinary precau-
tions are taken. Even in Vietoria where
the grade of ore 1s low the percentage
of fatal accidents is below that of West-
ern Australia.

The Minister for Works: Have you
any of the figures ?

Mr. HEITMANN: The figures ap-
peared in the Bulletin about five weeks
ago. There were publi¢ statistics of all
the Australian States and New Zea-
land and T was surprised te find that the
Murehison bad a death percentage of
between 60 and 70 per 10,000 miners
employed. This is very serious and some-
thing should be done for the men. What
are the Ministry going to do? One
wonld think that considering the large
distanees in Western Australia the cost
of inspeetion would be verv high. but
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the statistics show that there is a less
percentage to the cost of administration
of the Mines Department for inspeetion

in this State than in any part of Austra.
" lia ov New Zealand. This indicaies that
the inspeetion is not getting the atten-
tion it should do. It is all very well for
the Minister to say he will give a sop
here or there or build a battery, but
what is he going to do for the miners
themselves 7 The prospectors generally
speaking have been treated much better
than the actual wages men in the mines.
It will surprise members to know that
in Day Dawn, where there is a trades
union of 400 members, each of whom
pavs a shilling a week, the transactivns
for 12 months left the union in an actual
state of bankruptey owing to the large
number of aceidents that had oceurred
at the Fingal mine. The umonists had
to get up a hazaar in order to huild up
their funds, for they found it impossible
to carry on with the shilling a week sub-
seription, owing to the heavy drain on
the funds through accidents. This state
of affairs exists not only on the Murehi-
son but also at Kalguorlie. Every week
we hear of accidents of a servious cha-
acter. The results show that the fatal
aceidents number alimost one per week,
while the tally of serious aceidents runs
to two or three a week. Last year there
were something like 46 fatal aceidents
in Western Australin. No more need
be said to indicate the seriousness of the
position. Yet yeav in and year out the
Minister, who declaves he is a democrat,
and a Government, whe say they are
friends of the people, allow this state
of things te eontinue. Are they oiing
to allow it to go on for ever 7 T will
econtinue  to bring  the elaims of the
miners—I1 was going to say unfortunate
miners and reallv they are unfortunate
when they have to go down two or three
thonsand feet to keep body and soul
together—so long as I am a member of
this House.

The Treasurer: Surely the position
is not worse here than in Queensland.
Vicioria or New Sonth Wales.

Mr. HEITMANN: In the mines of
the same depth as those of Victoria. New
South Wales, and Queensland the posi-
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tion iz very much worse. Mining here
is on a much larvger seale. There 15 more
dust and where in Victoria one ton of
dynamite is used, 10 tons are used here.
L worked at the 3,500 feet level in a
Victorian mine and the conditions there
were no worse than in the Fingal mine
at the 1,800 feet level,

The Treasurer: Is that because fewer
men are emploved ?

Mr, HEITMANN: Not altogether
thai, although men will naturally inhale
less fumes in a mine worked by a small
number of men than in a big mine. In
the Fiagal mine four or five levels are
working together and when the bottom
level Hires the men on the top level neces-
sarily get the smoke. In some parts of
the Fingal—and this mine is no worse
than many at Kalgoorlie—weeks have
passed without the varicus levels being
rid of the smoke at all. In some cases,
in faet miners work in places where .
smoke never leaves them. In rises and
‘“dead’’ winzes the smoke never gefs
away. There is no ventilation or proper
dravght and from the time a man goes
to work until he knocks off he is in a
mist of smoke. Waturally enough in a
very short time this condition of affairs
has a serious effeet upon the miners. [
know of three ltalians at Day Dawn
who worked very hard in order to make
sufficient mouey to get back te Italy.
They did not realise the danger they
were running and stuek to their work
vary closely. After labhouring for twe
vears they started for home. One man
died before he left the State and the
other two, a father and son, never lived
to reach Italy. They were killed in a
little over two years throungh werking
under such conditions. Members will he
able to ascertain fhese facts for them-
selves if they go throurh fhe mines.
They should not inspeet the mines like
the inspector does, affer wartunz has
been given and evervthing has been fixed
up properly. When speaking on this
point last session the Minister inter-
jected that I had been given an oppor-
tunity to go through the Finga! mine
and knew the nature of the conditions
under whicl the men were working. I
certainly went through the mine but T
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Lhad to make an appointment before I
received permission to de so.

The Treasurer: The fact that you were
foreed to make an appointment would
not get rid of the smoke.

Mr. HEITMANN : No, but aetion was
taken 1o vary the ordinary state of
affaivs. When T went through I found
the conditions compavatively good for
there was practically no smoke. 1T was
rather surprised to find that the men
were not working in most of the places.
They were idle but I was told after-
wards that at four o’clock on that morn-
ing they were 1old there would be ne

more firing done until I had gone through’

the mine.

The Minister for Works: The last
time I was at Day Dawn I asked the
manager of the mine about this question,
and he toid me that the last time the
inspeetor turned up it was without notiee
. and he had no idea that the officer was
coming.

Mr. HEITMANN : The inspeetor
should take steps to remedy the condi-
tion of affairs. He is perfectly justified
in doing so. If he finds that the eundi-
tions are sueh that working should not
be allowed to continue he shonld stop
the working of the mine and insist on

proper  ventilating  methods  being
adopted.
The Treasurer : You would wani a

ventilating plant like in a coal mine.

Mr. HEITMANN: When complaining
of this absence of ventilation T have
been told I was asking for what was im-
possible.  The position T take is this,
that if owing to his occupation the life
of a man is shortened by one day then
that industry is a had one. To give
conditions anything like those in con-
nection with surface workings would, I
know, close up many of the mines. The
same question arose in Vietoria. They
failed to ventilate the mines there and
then the question was taken up in the
Victorian House of Assembly. It was
shown that to give ventilation wnuld
mean practically to shut up Bendigo.

The Treasurer: And what did they
dn ¢

Mr. HEITMANN: They worked on
nnder practieally ithe same conditions as
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before. Men have worked there ever
sinee and will eontinue o do so. And it
is a faet that in some of the mines heve
men have worked where the natural .
heat of the rock was nearly 90 degrees.
In Bendigo they had a miners sustenta-
tion fund, but they ecould nothing like
cope with the demands made upon it
The result of working in such bad eon-
ditions is that miners die at a compara-
tively early age. I am bringing this
question foreibly nnder the notice of the
Ministry now in order to try and eon-
vinee them that it is neeessary for steps
to be taken to improve this eondition
of affairs while the mining induostry is
comparatively in the early stages of its
history. It can be ecarried out at this
stage more easily than when the in-
dustry is older. The econditions here,
unfortunately, are worse even than they
are in the Kastern States as is shown
by the statisties I just now quoted.
The cost of inspection in Vietoria is
nearly 12 per cent. of the total cost of
administration of the Mines Department,
while in Western Australia the cost
twelve months ago was only 2% per cent.
of the total amount. One would have
thonght that with such a large area as

*we have here the inspection percentage

would have been far greater than in the
other States.

The Minister for Works: The mines
development votes in the. other States
might be smaller than they are here.

Mr. HEITMANN: It is a diffienlt
matter to get at the absolutely correct
figures in taking a percentage of this
kind, but T have got resnlts as nearly
as possible to correctness. In some of
the other States the percentages are
12, 14 and 15. Certainly some of
the mines development votes might be-
comparatively small, but in Vietoria
there is a large developmental vote. I
am convinced we are not spending the
money we should in the inspection of
mines. The figures with regard to those
inspection percentages were drawn up by
one of the clerks in the Mines Depart-
ment. He informed me of the matter.
I then wrote to the department and ob-
tained the resnlis T have stated. These
fizures were not allowed to go on the
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Table of the Flouse. They were drawn
up hy one of the elerks in the State
Mining Engineer’s oflice and had I not
obtained the information probably the
figures would not have seen the hight of
day. They appear on one of the files of
the department. Considering the state
of affairs one can well be excused for
riging on every possible oecasion to en-
deavour to have something done for the
miners. Many people say I am only
agitating and asking for something that
is impossible. 1f one does not ask one
never receives anvthing, but T want the
Ministers to consider the question, to in-
quiie into the case at Eirols, T have
specifically veferred to, and to come to a
deflinite decision as to what is hesi to
be done. The cases in question prove
conelusively that the general conduet of
the inspector is such that it is nof safe
to leave him in the position he holds. I
noticed in the paper reeently that applica-
tions were heing called for the position
of mines inspector. I hope this is an
indication of the intention of the Min-
istry to dispense with that individual’s
services, Personally, T would approve of
the State paying £1,000 a vear to retire
him from his position. That will show
members that T am fully aware this man
is not a safe individual to he allowed
to remain in his office,

{Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30,

p.m.)

Mr. HEITMANN :  Before leaving
the subject upon which T was speaking
before the tea adjournment I would like
to refer to one phase of the question
which was hrought before my notice by
an interjection from the Treasurer. He
wonfd make it appear from his state-
meni that T was charging this gentleman
session after session merely from per-
sonal wotives, The Treasurer stated he
knew this inspector personally, and knew
him to be an honourable man. Now if
that be so. iz it natural that he has come
to the conclusion that I am saying that
whichh is not correct and that conse-
quently T am a dishonourable man, or
have been misled 2 1 would like to
draw the attenfion of the Treasurer to
the fact that this matter has been hefore
the public for 18 months, and it isonly
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natural, even if I am dishonourable in the
action T am taking, to suppose that the
electors of Cue would not have suffered
statemments  such  as  those inade by
me to have passed without some pro-
test. I think the Treasurer will admit
that if I have been led astray the whole
of the eleciors would not have been led
asiray. This matter was brought up at
wy election recently, and I think the faet
that my majority increased from aboul
34 in 1905 to over 800 this year, should
prove fo the Treasurer and to the Gov-
ernmeitt that my action, whatever 1t
might lave heen during the past 18
months, was eoncurred in by a great
majority of the electors. That should be
sufficient to show that I am not attack-
ing this inspeetor from motives of per-
somal spleen, but rather that I desire to
do justice to a body of men who, in my
opinion, are not being treated as they
should be. In speaking of the elections,
I would like to say a few words in con-
neetion with the elections generally, I
would first take the opportunity of con-
gratulating the gentleman who has
charge of the Electoral Department.
From my experience of the Cue electo-
raie, and judging from the returns given
by the chief officer himself, the results
have heen very satisfactory. As far as
the results of the Cue election were con-
cerned and the conduct of that election,
and the appointments made by the chief
of the department, I can only say noth-
ing was left to be desired. I would
thank also the Minister for Works and
the Colonial Secretary for the assisi-
ance they gave wme during that election.
I am afraid that had it not bheen for
some of the Ministers visiting Cue, and
I believe T had them all there at one
time with the exception of the Treasurer
and Aftorney General, that wmy majority
would not have been as large as it was.
In viewing the elections right through,
we find the Government were very active
in  travelling through the -electorates.
They should have credit for that, and T
think this side of the House would do
the same even as they are doing now at
Menzies. T am afraid though that Min-
isters were prepared to give mformation
that was not true, or at least they were
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prepared to. hide what was true. 1 re-
fer to the Colonial Secretary who was in
my electorate, and who I have to thank
a good deal for the assistance he gave me.
One of the questions, a burning guestion
at Cue, as it was throughout the State,
was the education question. A direct
question was put to the Colonial Secre-
tary as to whether it was true that the
Government had hrought down regula-
tions providing that scholars over a cer-
tain age should have to pay for instrue-
tion, and to this Mr. Connolly replied in
the negative. [t is well known that that
is not true, and as I stated, Ministers
were even prepared to go to many elee-
torates to state what was not troe.

The Treasurer: That is wrong,

Mr. HEITMANN : 1t was a matfer
of controversy in the Cue newspapers,
and it was never replied to.

The Treasurer : Are you stating the
facts ‘as they happened ¥ Was the
Colonial Secretary not asked whether
those regulations ‘were in force now?

Mr. HEITMANN : No.

The Treasurer: Well, " What was he
asked ¢
Mr. HEITMANN : He was asked

whether it was true that the Government
brought in regulations for payment of
school fees by pupils over a certain age,
and he said, “No.” T would like to vefer
to a statement made by the Minister for
Works, a statement which gave the
Labour party a good lift. I was sur-
prised te hear from a Minister of the
Crown a statement in Day Dawn, when
he was speaking on the education ve-
gulations, in which he fried to lead
the people to believe that the ery of the
Labour party against these regulations
was all moonshine. He sought support
on the statement that the majority of the
people eould not keep their children at
school after they had passed the age of
thirteen years. This is a statement from
the Minister of the Crown who gave usa
lecture here only last night on soeialism.
It seems to me that Ministers have no
appreciation at all of the proper fune-
tions of Government. I think it should
be the ohject of the Ministers to ty
to make it possible to keep children at
school after they have passed the age

P
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of 13 vears. Again, on the subject of the
edncation question, I remember reading
when the matter was brought up at
Collie that the blame for introdueing
those regulations to Parliament was
placed on the shoulders, not of the Trea-
surer, bui on  one of the officers. I
would like to know who was respon-
sible for those regulations.

The Treasurer : Did I not take the
responsibility :

Mr. HEITMANN: You did. as vou
should; but it 1s not for a Minister to
leave it open for the people to believe
that it might lave been the chief of
the Bduealion Department, who is. T
helieve, Andrews, the chief inspector.

The Mreasurer: Mr. Andrews.

Mr. HEITMANN: Yes, Mr. Andrews,
I beg your pardon. T think he was re-
sponsible, and I can congratvlate that
gentleman for o splendid effort he made
in a controversy in the newspapers on
the subjeet of secondary edueation. T
am inelined to think he was not respon-
sible for the retrogade movement such
as was introduced bhere by the Treasurer.
He pointed out clearly that secondary
education should be undertaken by the
Government, and he pointed out also
that the seeondary sehools we have here
now have no higher standard than the
public school in James Street. I think
the Tveasurer with the rest of us should
feel prond that we have a public sehool
with a standard such as that. TIf M.
Andrews was responsible for this inno-
vation, this new regulation, I think the
(Government should consider whether
they should dispense with his services,
or at all evenis not re-engage him when
his term of office has expired. T believe
this gentleman has not many meonths
now Lo run; he was engaged for five
vears, and if he is prepared to move in
the direction that the Treasurer moved
in the session before last, he is not a
person fit to take charge of the Educa-
tion Department. After the elections
althoungh we had the Premier here tell-
ing us by some wmanipulation of figures
that ne had a glorions vietory, the fact
remaing that the Labour party have
come hack with a good many more mem-
bers than they had bhefore. It s
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not diffieult to see the reason, and
especially the Attorney General should
be able to see the writing on the wall.
1 feel sure the Attorney General ecannet
feel too pleased with the reception he
received at the hands of the electors of
Kalgoorlie. Here we had a very sirong
individual, a man who had beld publie
positions in Kalgoorlie and had the ad-
vaniage of being in oifice, opposed by a
eomplete stranger to polities, and by him
was pushed very closely. I feel sure

the Attorney General before the next.

elaction will lock fur a different seat orv
will leave polities alone altogether.
After the elections too we had the Pre-
mier at Bunbury speaking of the re-
sults, and referring to Cullie he told the
public of Western Australia that he had
never seen such an exhibition of ingrati-
tude as that displayved by the people of
Cullie in turning out the former mem-
ber. I do not know what he meant by
that, but I could only come to the con-
clusion that My, Ewing had been szo
very liberal or the Government had been
st very liberal in conmeciion with the
use of Collie coal that they thought it
was impossible for him to lose the seat.
They thought by giving the people of
{ollie everything that they wanted in
tlte shape of orders for coal that they
wonld secure the seat, but it is pleas-
ing to find in this case that the only
qualifications of a man who desires to
retain his seat in Parliainent is not that
he should get a few roads and bridges
for his constitnency. T notice the
Kalgoorlie Miner in commenting on the
Collie election, stated that there was
cinsolation in the faet that the coun-
try might now be rid of an incubus
in ihe shape of having to use Collie coal.
1 do not know whether this is true or
nut. This is a (lovernmeni paper. We
find too the idea prevailing in the metro-
politan areas that all a man has to do
is to spend a bii of money and get 2
few sops for his electors and he should
be entitled to the seat. We found at
the announcement of the poll at Bal-
kartta the old member who was defeated
deploring the faet and saying, “I
did all T could feor the distriet ; in
fact T spent the whole of the £600 T
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received in =alary in one way or another
ameng the electors.” It iz pleasing that
the people have got ahead of that sort
of thing, and that things are not now
as they were in the past when the chief
qualificaltion for a member of Parlia-
ment was ta spend plenty of money and
et plenty of scps for his distriet. In
another part of the State after the clec-
tions we had our old friend Mr. Gregory
making comparisons between my oppo-
nent and myself. Why this individual
should go out of his way at a eivie fune-
tion—I helieve it was a banquet of sume
deseription given in iris hunowr—io have
anvthing to say about me I do not know,
but 1 do know that my opponent at Cue
stated in a semi-public way that he
would vather lose £1,000 a year than lose
Mr. Gregory as Minister for Mines. I
ean fuite undersiand how some people
at all events are deploring the defeat of
this individual. Tt simply means this:
it is a well-known fact that eertain
men in this State have not to go about
it i a publiec way if they want any
favours. Tt is the old style of the dark
room and the back stairs that has kept
Mr. Gregory in office and that is now
defeating him. I have no dounbt that Mr.
Gregory was sorry that Mr. Chesson was
defeated, but why he should make com-
parisons ai that time [ do not know,
The ald eryv in Cue was, as in other
places, *“Look at what so-and-so has
done. See what a public henefactor he
is, while Heitmann has dene nothing.®’
The fact is that one eannot do anything
while certain people can go to the Mines
Department, go in by the back door and
wet all they want. XNo wonder they de-
plore this gentleman’s defeat at Men-
zies. I would like to refer to ancther
election, that is the Roebourne election.
Tt was betier than a victory for the
Labour party to see our old friend, the
deserier from this crowd, defeated; and
although the Government have the bene-
fit of the services of the gentleman that
defeated him, siill Mr. Wilson repre-
sented the Government at that election,
and it is satisfactory and pleasurable to
note that even in the Rochourne dis-
triet there 1s some political prineiple ex-
isting, and that they will not have a
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traitor, from whatever side of the House
bhe may come. There are many reasons,
1 suppose, te account for the defeat of
some of the Government candidates.
During the elections many references
were made to the sweating tactics of
the party in power, and no doubt this
fact to some extent was responsible for
the defeat of Government candidates.
Although the Treasurer denied in some
part of his electorate that there was
sweating going on in the Railway De-
partment, later on he was forced to ad-
mit that he made a mistake and that
there were certain men working for a
certain wage.

The T'reasurer: 1 said there was only
.one man employed at 6s. 6d., that was

my only informatton, but direcily I got.

the correct information I corrected my-
self on every oceasion afterwards and
explained that the rveference was only
to the Midland Junetion workshops men.
There was no sweating then and there
is no sweating even now,

Mr. HEITMANN: It is to the Trea-
surer’s credif if he made the eorrection,
but the Treasurer’s idea of sweating is
different from the idea of the average
individual. T know of a case in the Rail-
way Department where a married man
worked for 5s. a day. If that is not
sweating I do not know what is.

The Treasurer: What was he working
at?

Mr. HEITMANN : Cleaning.

The Treasurer: There is no man work-
ing in the Railway Department for that

wage.
Mr. HEITMANN: T said he had been
working.

The Treasurer: When?

Mr. HEITMANN: Not so long ago;
it was last year; but irrespective of
whether a man was working for 5s. or
not, I think that when men are working
in the State service for 6s. 6d. and even

7s. a day it is clear enough proof of
sweafing.
The Treasurer: Have you seen the

railway report?

Me. HEITMANN: Yes, T have seen it;
and very shortly I hope it will he moved
- in this Hounse that no man shall work in
the vailway service at under 8s. o day.
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Mr. Bath: No adults shall,

Mr. HEITMANN: Ii is very ecasy for
the member for York to smile at the
idea of sweating. I ean assure the hou.
member that in my opinion the present
Grovernment are nothing but a gang of
sweaters from start to finish. T will teli
of one instanee of sweating going on
now.

Mr., SPEAKER: The hon. member is
nol in order in making that aceusation
against Ministers. To say a ‘‘gang of
sweaters’’ is unparliamentary.

Mr. HEITMANN: A body of sweaters
will that do? At all events if it is un-
parliamentary I withdraw the rewmark.
At the same time I know there are men
working for the State at under a fair
wage. The Agvieultoral Depariment
are employing men on the rabbit-proof
fence ai under the wage ruling in the
distriet.

Mr, Monger: Ave those men worth any
mere?  Arve they not glad to get the
wage?

Mr. HEITMANN: I suppose that if
the hon. member were working up there
he would be worth.about 1s, a day. If
these men could not de the work they
would not be employed. I wrote to the
departiment about the matter, and they
replied that at Nannine, 70 miles away,
the money paid was 10s. a day so thaf
they thought it a fair thing that 70 miles
out the rate shall be 1ls. As a wmatter
of fact the rate at Nannine was 12s.
This was either a mistake on the part of
the department, or they were not awarve
of the facts. I was shown a letter by an
officerr on the fenee. It appears that at
the tine when the blacks were a bit
troublesome in the North-West an inspee-
tor wrote down 1o the department and
asked that, instead of one man riding
the fence as boundary rider, men should
travel in couples for protection against
the blacks. The chief of the depart-
ment—7 helieve it was Mr. Crawford—
wrate back and agreed with the sugges-
tion and said, “See if it is not possible
to obiain the services of some able-
hodied voung fellow at about £2 a’weck,
and in the méantime T will loak about
for some cheaper form of labour.” If
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that is not sweating T do not kn.w what
is.

Mr, Monger: That is hearsay.

Mr, HEITMANYN: T have seen the lot-
ter from the chief of the depariwent. Ts
that hearsay? 1i iz about as mueh hear-
say as lhe ebarges made this afternosn
by the hon. member against lhe raember
for Murchison and® myself. However,
I am eonvinced  that there is sweating
going on in the departments, and T
think rhe last place where we should
ask men to work at under a fair wage
Is in the Government service. The people
are not asking for it. Tf a vote were
taken to-morrow the electors would say,
“‘Pay the men a living wage.”’ The
Government deplore that the population
is not inereasing as it should, but they
are not paying men sufficient money to
inerease the population. Men ecannot
take upuon themselves the responsihilities
wg expect of them simply becanse many
of them in the publie service are being
sweated and forced to work at a rate
under a living wage. A case was men-
tioned the other night by the member for
Pilbara in connection with the Lands
Departinent. 1 wounld like to mention a
ease on all fours with that, and I have
eome to the conclusion there is some-
thing wrong in the Lands Department.
There was application for a pastoral
lease about 12 miles from Day Dawn. It
was made by a Mr. Burgess, but his ap-
plication was refused beeause it was un-
der the mintioum avea allowed under
pastoral lease. The matter vested at
that for a time, and then an application
was made by a Mr. Clarkson for the
same area, but he applied for 20,000
acres. After some time, although his
was the only applieation in, Mr. Clark-
son was informed that the land was
withdrawn from selection and that it
would be thrown open at a later date.
The excuse of the depariment was that
Mr. Burgess had called at the offiee and
had been informed that they eould not
entertain his application because it was
under the minimum arvea. It only
shows that in a ease like this if the de-
partment want to fake anything or to
show favour to any individual they ean
merely say that he has been misled by
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the depariment and that in justice to
him the case should go before the Land
Board. T want to know the qualifica-
tions neeessary to obtain this land; how
the Land Board decide if.
The Treasurer: They take evidence.
AMr. HEITMANN: There is no evi-
dence tu be taken when there is only one
applieation in.  When the department
suddenly withdraw land from selection
even after the application is lodged, it
seems to me there 1s something funny
with the Lands Department.  Another
member has a similar case to mention.
It s 1ime the mistakes of the depart-
ment ceased, because it leaves it opento
eertain influence being hrought to bear.
I am not gning to say whether inflience
has been brought to bear in this case.
The Treasurer: Iave wou inquired?
Mr. HEITMANN: Yes. The officers
say that Mr. Burgess was misled, and
that was why he had not put in an appli-
cation, He has been the holder of land
for many years, and I am inclined to
think he knows the Land Regulations
very well. So it seems to me very
strange, and I believe it is something
that shonld be inquived into by the head
of the department. Now T would like to
refer to a matter that was brought un-
der the notice of the Premier some time
ago in Cne. Like his colleague, Mr.
Gregory. the Premier was then prepared
to promise anvthing -~sked for. Tor
vears past we have had a railway service
nn the Northern line anything but satis-
factory in the shape of comforts for the
travelling public, and we asked the Pre-
mier to provide betfer accommodation
in the direction of refreshment rooms
along the track. He promised to inquire
into the mattar, but up to the present we
have heard nothing of it. To all intents
it seems to have died. Along that rail-
way in one journev the people travel for
27 hours and nave only one meal. We
asked for aceommaedation. but 1 know a
egnod reason v hy it was refused. It was
becanse vested interests were agaim at
work at a certain portion of the line.
Thex desired to drive the eustom and
money into (ieraldton; and instead of
placing the vefreshment room where it
would be eonvenient for the public and
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serve their necessary wants, they were
prepared to fovee the people to go inte
Geraldton losing time and spending
money where il is unnecessary. In eon-
clusion 1 make the same remark as I
made in my speech in the old Parliament,
and that is iu econnection with the elee-
tion going on, We have now an election
going on between a member of owr party
and a Minister. It is unnecessary to
trace the hislory of the previous elee-
tion. That has been traced very effec-
tively from this side of the House more
than once during the debate, but it seems
to me a remavkable fact, and oune that
will take a good deal of support from
Mr. Gregory, that he was prepared to use
his pwn supporters to defeat his op-
ponent. His own supporters voted il-
legally and he was prepared to expose
them to get baek into his old position.
I trust that when the numbers go up the
mining industry will be for ever rid of
an individial who has, times out of num-
ber, been proved the greatest enemy
legitimate mining has had in Western
Australia. '

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenan): It has been said in some
quarters that the Address-in-Reply might
very well be abolished. I do not hold
with those who voice that opinion beeanse
in my humble estimation the snpreme
duty of Parliament is not to turn its atten-
tion to legislation but to afford every
opportunity for the redress of grievances.
Now the Address-in-Reply affords a
special occasion when the most humble
member in the Assembly exercises and en-
joys the same rights and privileges as the
most exaited in our midst. I do not, in
common with others, feel any objection
to any member availing himself of an
oceasion such as this to voice the require-
ments of his own constituency. It does
not seem to me we are justified in ex-
peting that members should forget that
they sit for and represent partienlar parts
of this State. All that we are justified
in asgking is that when the occasion arises
they will put on one side parochial feel-
ings and paroehial jealousies and join in
wre rking for the common good of the State
ev:n if it may mean to some extent a
sacrifice of local interests, Let me turn
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to the speeches delivered in the debate,
and in deing so allowanee must be made
for the special eivewmstances under which
they have taken place. If that allowance
be made it may be we shall find good ex-
cuses for the extravagant langnage some
wembers have indulged in. We all know
that an eleetion is pending in one part of
the State and it may_be that members may
think statements that they make in the
House may he of use to their partienlar
party and therefore allow ample room to
their imagination, and allow their passions
to run riot, which otherwise they might
attempt to eontrel,  Disecounting there-
fore the eloquence we have listened to
and under which to some extent
we lave suffered, I for my part,
feel ne Justifieation Zfor joining in
the debhate exeept that there has
been some criticism directed at myself and
in regard to a department over whieh I
have econtrol—the Electoral Departinent.
As far as T can gather from having per-
used some of the reports of those who have
spoken in the debate, and as far as I know
from having heen personally in the House,
the only charge made is this, that to
some extent a certain section of the Elec-

toral Aect was faultily drafted, and
again  that the learned Jodge who
presided over the Court of Disputed

Returns was wrong in the deecision he
prononneed in regavd to the mterpreta-
Hou of that section. Oune contention must
fall to the ground, because if the learned
Judge is right then it follows that the see-
tion was wrongly drafted; but if the con-
tention of the learned Judge was wrong
then what was there in the seetion to ob-
jeet to? Therefore T do not propose to
deal with these two propositions seriatim,
as the cone is destruetive of the other. Let
me leave them to destroy themselves. As
far as T may express an opinion on the
matter I ean only say that it is my duty
to how to the decision of the Court, and
in doing so it is my duty to investigate
the matter which has given rise to the
decision and see how far it can be reme-
died in order that it may more correctly
represent the views of the House. Before
doing zo [ would like to he allowed to in-
dulge in n short review of the faets that
led to the inclusion of the particular see-
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tion in the Electoral Act. Members will
bear in mind that appeals were lodged
against the return of Mr. Eddy for Cool-
gardie, Mr. Carson for Geraldton, and M.
Holmes for East Fremantle. I propose
to take the case of JMr. Carson because
around that case are the fewest pos-
sible facts that are in coniroversy. Mr.
Carson was refurned for Geraldton by a
substantial majority. A  petition was
lodged against his return by Mr. T. L.
Brown his unsuecessful opponent, That
petition alleged that certain persons had
voted in that eleetion who were not en-
titled to vote, and it appears that the
greater number—almost all of them-—
lived in a place ealled White Peak. Mr.
Carson went to the electoral registrar and
inguired of that officer whether White
Peak was in the Geraldton electorate. It
had been looked on as being in the Gerald-
ton electorate since the redistribution of
geats in 1904, and Mr. Carson received
as a resuli of his inquiry written infor-
mation that White Peak was in the elec-
tovate and that the persons residing there
were entitled to vote, and in consequence
of that information he disputed the peti-
tion. On the hearing of that pefition it
was proved that that parficular place was
Jjust two chains outside the Geraldton elec-
torate and for that reason the petition was
successful, Before passing on to any
consideration of these facts let me deal
with how it was proved that White Peak
was two chains ontside the Geraldton elec-
torate. The petitioner in that ease sought
for and obtailned the services of a public
officer to prove that fact and the only pub-
lic officer available in that place was a
surveyor of the Lands Department, and he
had the services of that officer, and in the
ordinary course when the petition was
heard and the decision was arrived at the
costs of the services of that public officer
were debited to the unsuccessful party.
In rezard io the Menzies election Mr.
Grexory availed himself also of the only
officer in that part of the State fo define
the limits of ihe electorate and he also
was a publie officer, and the fee of that
officer was certainly debited to the un-
suceessful party. While in one case we
have heard nothing but praise and satis-
faetion at the result, in the other we have
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heard nothing but the most extravagant
form of criticism. Let us have one com-
mon rule. If we are to look at things in
a certain light let it be on both sides of
the House. I regard with satisfaction the
faet that although Mr. Carson sat on this
{Government) side of the House and
although he was a supporter of the Gov-
ernment, than whom there was no better,
nevertheless when he was unseated and
when an application was made, I think to
a large extent properly made, for some
consideration to be shown to him in the
matter of costs, as he had been unseated
throngh a blunder of the department, I
refused to entertain his application. Yet
members opposite would have the country
believe that we do not hold out the same
teasure of treatment o those who sit on
this (Government)} side of the House, or
the same measure of treatment to those
in the country who sympathise with this
side of the House as we do to our oppon-
ents, We have only one rule and that
rule we can say in every instance is a just
and common one. And now I would re-
turn to the facts in connection with Mr,
Carson’s ease. He was put ont of his
seat by a declaration that eertain persons
resided oulside the electorate who were
always looked upon as residents in the
rlectorate sinee the Redistribution of Seats
Act wag passed. Had White Peak been
within the electorate there would have
been no ease against the member. Mr.
Carson was obliged to fight his case be-
eause in those days althongh the Eleetoral
Aet was in foree there were no rules
vinder it, and any person brought into
Court as a respondent bad no possibility
of doing anything execept fighting te an

issue. There was no 1rule under
which he ecould say, “1 am satis-
fied whether on my part or on the

part of the FElectoral Departinent or
anvhody else, there has taken place such
facls as make the petition a certainty of
snccess, and therefore I no longer wish to
oppose it and withdraw.” There was no
means of doing so uniil the rules were
published under this Act, 1 find the most
extraordinary eriticism divected to the
rules under the Aet of 1907, and T pro-
pose to read to the House one of the rules
nnder that Aet which was referred to hy
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the member for Kanowna. It is the rule
under which the respondent gives notice
that he does not intend to oppose the
petition and it is wovded in the following
terms:— .

““The respondent may, at any time,
give notice that he does not intend to
oppose or further oppose the petition
by serving notice thereof, in writing,
signed by the respondent or his solici-
tor, on the Master at the Central Office
and on the petitioner or his solicitor.
On such notice being served, the Court
or a Judge may make an order in the
terms of the prayer of ihe petition on
the ex parte application of the peti-
tioner. The respoundent shall not be
liable for any eosts incurred subse-
quent to such notice unless the Court
or a Judge shall otherwise order.”’

It is that part that was put in in special
terms to enable a respondent, who was
an innocent party, who unfortunately
owing to the blunder of the department
or anybody else, when brought into
Conrt, to escape from the burden of
costs to say, ‘I withdraw my petition,’”
and in filing the withdrawal he was
liable to 110 costs.

Mr. Angwin: Why did you not insert
a provision in the Aet making the officer
responsible for cosfs?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As far
as the depariment being responsible that
means the Government of the day being
responsible and the Government of the
dav bave it within their power, whether
it 1s within the Aect or not, to foot the
hill.

AMr. WWalker: Will you do i in Buza-
eott’s case?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Did
we do it in Carson’s ecase, that is the first
question. The whole of the hon. mem-
ber’s sympathies turn to his own side
of the Honse. It only remains for
the member to learn the first elements
of justice when 1t pinches his own
pocket. I know in this House I have
heard no word of sympathy uttered for
Mr. Carson. It might have alleviated
the suffering or pain whieh he must have
felt let alone the monetary loss he was
put to; but members now use their super-

(ASSEMBLY.)

Fifth day.

lative energies to seek sympathy in regard
to the Menzies case,

3r. Johmson: Did we not assist you to
remove difficulties.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When
members on this side of the House rea-
lised that it wmight well be thought that
the suecessful vandidate had placed on
his shoutders a burden he should not be
called on te bsar, with the eoncurrence
of my colleagues I brought in a measure
that was intended to relieve him from
that position. T announeed 1o the
House our intention in that regard. Now
supposing for a moment that our effort
had not aehieved that result, and snppos-
ing the clause had been faultily drafted
—and in doing so I am supposing that
all the aecusations improperly hurled
at the learned Judge are not in any
sense justiied and that the whole
blame rests on the shoulders of the Par-
liamentary draftsman and myself; what
does it amount to? Does it justify hon.
members opposite in  hurling charges
against my personal honour by saying
that I have been a party to misleading
the House? Does it in any sense jusfify
a charge of that character ¥ And yet
that is what we have heard. There has
been no fair and honest criticism as there
might have heen of, for instance, my
eapaecity: eriticism snch as every man
who stands in my position most be sub-
jected to. But there has been to the
greatest possible extent insinuations
against my personal honour.

Ar. Walker: Where?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In this
Chamber. QOne hon. member declared
that T had purposely misled him and
that my honour was involved. Tt s
in Hansard to-day; does that mean no-

thing? I say it is wholly wrong for
members to take up that attitnde. Aect-
ing not on any snggestion from hon.

members opposite but at the wish of my
eolleagnes, and with the conenrrence of
members on this side of the House, I at
that time attempted so to frame the
clanses as to secure within reasonable
limits the position of those returned as
members of this House. If as it seems
we have failed to reach the position we
tried to reach the only thing remaining
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for us to do is what so many Parliamenis
before us have had to do, and that is to
address onrselves again to the object we
had in view, and by remedying mistakes
of the past to obtain more satisfactory
results in the fufure. 1 wish in connee-
tion with electoral matters only to refer
to the request the Leader of the Oppo-
sition addvessed to me in the form of
a question as to whether I was prepared
to institute proceedings against (hose
who voted without being entitled to vate
at the recent election. Let me inform
that hon. member and with him other
hon, members that before such a prose-
cution is justified one must be prepaved
to establish guilty intent. It is not sof-
ficient because some people have voted
who are not entitled to vote that we
should institute these proceedings. They
may have voted beeause they thought
they were fairly and praoperly entitled
to vote. We have already had the illus-
tration of the pconle who voted in the
Geraldton electorate; then agzain we huve
the more recent illustration of the elec-
tors who voted in the Menzies eleetorate,
wlho were on the Menzies roll and until
a line was laid down by a surveyor, were
eonsidered to be properly on the roll.

Mr. Bath: I had not those in my mind
when I ashed vou thal question.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Weli,
we have the Leader of ithe Opposition
himself who lived for 12 months in Sub-
jaco and then voted in Kalwoorlie: he
found himself on the Kalgoorlie roll.

Mr. Bath: That is not correet, I lived
for half that time in the Kalgoorlie eler-
torate and resided there for six weeks
hefore the election.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I wil-
lingly accept the explaunation, but the
hon. member has twice before explained
the matter by an explanaiton somewhat
different. As I understood him, he had
a house in Subiaco, he was not on the
Subiaco roll but was on the Kaleoorlie
voll, that heing the only roll in the whole
State which he was on, and I have al-
ways aecepted that statement. and the
further statement that the hon. member
voted innocently and with no design of
taking any improrer advaniage but mere-
1y because that was the only roll he was
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on. And the open charity I extended
m accepting the hon. member's explana-
tion on that oecasion he should extend
to others. OFf this I am satisfied, that
these people who voted improperly had
ne guilty intent, no desire to defraud,
and I am not going to be a party io
unduly harassing them or unduly prose-
cating theio,

Mr. Bolton: There bave been cases
where electors have been 18 months out
of the eleciorate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Each
individual case will be inquired into.
They will differ wmatevially on their
merits, and while in some cases it will
be harsh, almost unjust, to do anything
in the natare of a prosecution, there will
perhaps be other cases where a proseen-
tion will be amply justified. I have no
doubt that if any other member in the
House acecepted my duties he could dis-
charge them with better effect than can
I, but while 1 am in the position I an,
going to attempt to carry out the duties
as well as I ean; if T fail it will not be
my fanlt. T have nothing further to say
in regard to the criticism on the Elec-
toral Department exeept this: in many
details one can eriticise any department,
aud in details it may be criticism will
be found to be justified, as, for instance,
in the delimitation of the houndaries of
eleciorates. But when you bear in mind
that in many cases in the country elee-
turates the boundary is a mere line on
the map: and when yon further bear in
mind the large and many diffieulties we
have to face and the small and petty
resources we have to face them with,
then vou will agree that although the
departraent does fall short of reaching
the height of perfection, it diseharces the
duties placed on it with credit to its
officers. I have had a koowledge of the
rolls of this State for some vears, and
I ventuve to say that although hon. mem-
Liers may be able to point to some rolls
that possibly in the light of after experi-
ence might have been improved upon, still
the fact that at the last election we pro-
duced a roll which comprised more than
90 per cent. of the electors of the State
is something the depariment can point
tn with safizfaetion as an initial offort
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in the administration of the new Act.
I may say in conelnsion dealing with
electoral matters, never can we hope to
reach any final measure of suceess until
our efforts are supplemented by the
public at large. We must forever de-
pend npon the public coming forward
and assisting ns, and if members inslead
of only eriticising the Blectoral Depart-
ment were fo {urn their attention to
promoting amaeng the people a desire to
assist the department in the discharge
of the duties incumbent upon it, I feel
sure they would have much less fo erit-
icise, and much more to econgratulate
themselves npon in the future.

My, Bolton: 1 never criticised the Elec-
toral Department; everybody has ac-
corded praise to the chiet of that de-
partment,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am
glad the hon. member has something to
praise. At the time of the general elee-
tion I was informed that he praised the
Government; I do not know whether he
has repented of that.

Mr. Bolton: 1t was the Premier, not
the Government.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well,
after all the Premier is soine part of the
Government.

Mr. Bolton: A very small part with
three Premiers.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: To
some people a joke never becomes stale.
Some men are conservative in their jokes.
The hon. member will shift in the course
of time, and when he shifts let us hope
it will be in the right direction. How-
ever, I have no desire to address myself
to these observafions. I only rose to
reply shortly lo the matters dealt with
and not that I thought the debate really
demanded that I should utter a con-
tribution to it; hecause I recognise that
many members speak not to the House
but to the hnstings beyond the House,
and I have no intention of assisting them
in this by using my place in the House
as a posilion from which I can addvess
the electors of Menzies. The hon. mem-
bers opposite will acquit me of any de-
sire of doing so to-night.

Mr. Taylor: Tt is too late now.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Be-
fore resuming my seat I would like to
address myself to theé general aspect of
affairs. We are in owr arduous days,
we are faced with wmany difficnlties which
we muost overcome if we are to achieve
any progress in our national Ife. And
we must also reecognise that sinee the
advent of Federation there has heen
taken away from us many of the larger
issues that once were ours. We have no
loanger to deal with great national issues
whieh it was once onr privilege and duty,
and also to some extent our pleasure
to deal with. Now we are to a certain
extent confined to keeping our own
house in order, and there is nothing like
the room theve was for any party dif-
ferences. I have no doubt that not
merely on these benches but on those
opposite there are many well-wishers of
the State. And if it were within my
capagity to make an appeal which would
be successful, it would be that for the
time being, at any rate whilst we are in
this stress of weather, & combined effort
shonld be made fo achieve suecess,
that some large .measure of party
opinion should be submerged and that
we should work together for the eommon
good. It may be to some that an achieve-
ment of that sort would not be anything
like so safisfactory as a party triumph,
buat that is not the case with the major-
itv. OCriticism must be offered and ac-
cepted in regard to every aet of admin-
istration. Those who sit as our eritics
are not prepared in a large measure to
support us in our administration, but if
they recognise that we are earrying on
that” administration to the best of our
abilities and our knowledge they should
be prepared to work with us in the fur-
therance of the eommon interests of the
State.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): I
desire to make a few remarks on the
Address-in-Reply. The Attorney Gen-
eral, who has just resumed his seaf,
pomnted ounti the advantage members have
in laying before the House what they at
least helieve tn be grievances. I was in-
deed pleased to listen tn the remarks of
the Attornex General. who also controls
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the Electoral Department. [ recognise
that in the cenirol of that depariment
the work is not so easily or smoothly
done as many people may think. As he
pointed out, there is a difficulty inas-
much as the people themselves do not
assist the depiartment in their endeavour
to administer the Aet as it should be
done. The Attornev General said in re-
ply to an interjection from the Leader
of the Opposition. with reference to
punishing those who have wrongfully
voted in the Menzies electorate, that he
was hot anxions (o rush into prosecu-
fions unless he eould establish guilty in-
tent and that the acts were done know-
ingly. 1 have some facts which I will
lay before him, but I de not want him to
say that to-night 1T am addressing the
electors of Menzies. It is idle for that
argnment to be used, as it is impossible
for any remarks made here to-night to
in any way influence the election on Fri-
day becanse the papers could nol reach
Menzies until midday or one o’clock on
Friday. It is an old saying that a man
shonld vote early and some add ““often.”’
That being so a number of votes will be
cast before the report of any remarks
made in this House to-nicht could be
read.

The Treasurer: There is the telegraph.

Mv. TAYLOR: T wish some of my re-
marks to-nighi could be heard by intend-
ing voters at Menzies. I believe I will
be able to establish bevond doubt hefore
T resume myv seat that there me electors
in thai distriet whe intend to vote
wrongly. T am sure I should be able o
establish  guilty intent in their cases.
For the sake of argument take the case
of one person whom I know well. T have
known him for ten vears and he has been
living all that time at Mounl Maleolm.
When ¥ first knew him that disfrict was
in the Mount Margaret electorate. I
want to say ilhis that the gentleman I
speak of is. in my opinien, one of the
most respecrable men to he found in any
portion of the State. but he is a man
whoge politieal prejudices, T believe,
blind bis better jndzment. T know that
that elector 15 a very warm supporter of
Mr. Gregory. Not necessarily a sup-
porter of the Government but I believe
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bis support on ihis oceasion is purely a
persenal onc. This opivivn 1 have gain-
ed from conversations T have had with
him during the past eight or nine vears.
He is a builder and contracior residing
in Mt. Malecolm and lives there with his
wife and family. He oecasionally leaves
thal town when he gets contraets at Men-
zies and other towns in the district and
may be away from his home for six
weeks or two montls, vurely longer, He
veturns  home repeatedly at week-ends,
travelling thirly or forty miles either on
his bieyele ar by train.  As M. Maleolm
ig sitvated it is aquite couvenient for him
to return there every Satorday night
after knocking off work. His name ean
be found now on the rolls both of Leo-
nora and Menzies, unless it has been re-
moved frum the former since vesterday,
With regard to the Menzies roll his name
was printed on the eopy which was is-
sued on the 4th of this month. This roll
is the one on which the election wiil be
decided. He has heen on the Leonora
voll for ten years. He went to Menzies
to do some contract work before the last
election and was there, T am sure, not
more than rive or six wecks. Promptly
his name was put on the Menzies roll.
He has not been there since he completed
the job and his home has always been
at Mt. Maleoln. T believe he is going
to recard his vote at the coming eleetion.
I was in Mt Maleolm the oner day and
then found out all ahout the ecase. If a
man who will do sueh a thing as that is
not guilty of intent I do not know who
waould be.  Will anvone say that men
like that should be allowed to go unpun-
ished? Does the Attornev General think
he is justified in allowing surl 2 man to
record his vote without being punished ?
In view of the decision given by the
Chief Justice in the Court of Dispuated
Returns rveeently, in whicl he objected
to the scrutiny of postal vetes, all those
at the fortheominz electinn who desire
to voie by post can do so witl impunily
for they know that the secrecy of the
bhallot will be held sacred and that the
paper cannot be serutinised. When the
Bill was before the House the idea was
conveved to me, and T helieve to the ma-
jority of members. that the objeet of
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numbering the postal votes was to en-
able a serutiny to follow if anything
went wrong. How on earth ean a mis-
take be traced otherwise ? The paper
lhas to be numhered in three places; the
ballot paper is numbered, the counter-
foil is numbered, and so is the butt which
15 returned to the postal vote officer. The
elector has to sign in both places and he
leaves his signature on the countrefoil,
which is a declaration according to the
Act. When the returning officer receives
that declaration he is satisfied that the
elector has voted, and if he sees the
name of the man on the roll he does not
have any further difficulty. By virtne
of the counterfoil he must accept the
vote, for the voter has declared he s
eligible, has not voted anywhere else,
and has not been out of the
distriet  during the period which
would enable him to vote. I can
cite  another glaring iuvstance where
the Aet is being infringed and where
people are anxious to vote in the Men-
zies electorate who have hitherto not
had votes there. T am sorry to say that
the Government have not provided for
their case. There are two or three sec-
tions of the community for whom the
Act does not provide; commercial travel-
lers form one. In their case the Aet is
by no means suitable. Tt is in this way.
Their homes may be in Perth, but they
only remain there for sav a week and
then travel for two or three months.
They then return home again for a short
period and out to the back country again,
and so it goes on for the whole year.
The Adistriets through which they travel
vegularly are the ones they kuow, and
it is the people there whom they know
best; but they are not eligible to vote
there. There are however six of these
commereial travellers who have got their
name on the roll at Menzies. As a mat-
ter of fact they only remain in that town
for one night. The train gets in there
after middoy, the commerdial travellers
stay at Menzies for the night and then
go on mext day further up the line.
Menzies is practically the only town in
the electorate at which they stop. They
certainly pass through Woolgar, where
ihere is one hotel, and there are one or
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two places outlying 30 or 40 miles to
which they go now and again by coach
or by Dbicyele, but in other elestorates

through which a railway goes. and
through which they travel, there are
several large fowns and it would he

much more equitable if their names ap-
pared on the roll for one of such rather
than for Menzies. These travellers
should not be able to get their names
on any roll exeept where their head
centres are, snch as Kalgoorlie and the
surrcanding distiacls or Perth and the
netropolitan area. The men have had
their names placed on the Menzies roll
on aceouni of the excitement existing in
that disirici and because they desire to
vote against the Labonr party and osten-
sibly because, knowing Mr. Gregory per-
sonally, they wunt to vote for him. They
know their vote in that distriet in oppo-
sition to labour is of some value and
they also know it would be of no valne
in the Leonura or the Mount Margaret
districts because there the anti-labour
vote is so weak that halt dozen commer-
cial travellers voiing against the lahour
nominee eonld not alter the election. In
a place like Menzies, however, where the
contests have heen so keen for the last
four years, and it is only by postal vores
that Mr. Gregory has been returned dur-
ing the last three campaigns, the anti-
labour votes are valuable. They would
be valuable if there were one or tyo of
thetn, but in this ease there ave six men
whao have had their names put on the
roll and yel who cannot possibly reside
in that distriet owing to their calling,
more than one night every now and then.
It may be that those men would be in

Menzies one night in three or four
weeks, bat that is all.
My, Hoplkins : They are bona fide

travellers then.
Mr. TAYLOR: They would meet the

‘provicions of the Licersing Aet bul are

rather hopeless as  fulfilling the pro-
visions of the Electoral Aet. T have no
desire to prevent these people froin vot-
ing and T believe 1t is neeessary that the
Act should be amended to enable these
men to seleet some place as the one in
which they should be able to fulfil the
proper residential qualifientions.  Pro-
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vision should alse be made in the Aect
for even a larger sectivn of people than
the commercial travellers. The section
which I now refer to 15 wholly neglected
indeed; I wmean the shearers. In the
North-West and the Kimberleys there
are a large number of men who bave to
travel from station te station and dis-
triet to disirier in the course of their
oecupation and at present have little or
no change of being able to qualify under
the Act s0 as to gel their names on the
roll. ’

Mr. Angwin: Seamen also.

Mr. TAYLOR: Of course that is per-
fectly right. 'There is necessily for some
provision heing made by which they
should he able to record their votes also,

Member: 1s there a Western Austra-
lian Marine?

Mr. TAYLOR : There are a lot of
“dead marines” hetween Davyhurst and
Mt. Ida. I do think that the two sections
of the community referred to -should
be debarred from having a vote under the
Act .

Mr. Foulkes: Commercial travellers can
vote at Menzies.

My, TAYLOR: The hon. gentleman is
very willing to give his opinion at times,
even without the fee of 6s. 8d.. I have
often tried to get a legal opinion from him
when T thought it would be of value, but
the hon. gentleman was very Seoich on
those oceasions. I want to ask the Attor-
ney General what attitude the department
will iake up in eonnection with these votes
if they are recorded. To use the very
words of these gentlemen when they were
going up in the train recently, they de-
clared that they would “bung them all in
and give them to Harry.,” They said too
that they had been well advised. The At-
torney General wants nothing more than
that to show the guilty intent and sinee the
ruling that has been given, how are we
going to find out about it when there will
be 1o serutiny and when the secrecy of the
ballot must be maintained. As far as T
am personally concerned T think I am per-
feetly safe in saving that either the
learned Judge who tried this case of Men-
zies in the Court of Disputed Returns was
wrong, or the Atforney General of this
State was wrong. They c¢annot both be
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night, because there is no doubl thai the
Attorney Creneral left in the minds of
members of this House the belief that
these postal votes could be scrutinised,
and also he conveyed the belief that he
would prevent a reenrrence of what hap-
pened on previong vceasions in the cases
of East Fremantle, Geraldton and Cool-
gardie.

The Attorney General: The hon. mem-
ber is wrong in saying that I infimated
that baliot papers were to be opened for
serutiny. I think if he looks up the re-
cords he will find that he is mistaken;
that T did not say anythink of the kind.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member spoke

-of the necessity for nmnbering them in

order to trace them. Why shonld they be
numbered then, and why not allow them to
go in as ordinary votes if the numbers are
not required for the purpose of a serut-
ing subsequently?

LThe Attorney General: The hon. mem-
ber is mistaken. It is quite legitimate to
make provision to show that John Smith
voted, but not {o discover the way in
which he voted.

by, TAYLOR: I notice that the hon.
gentleman was anxious to put in a penal
section to punish John Smith if he voted
wrongly.  There are penal sections in
the Act and there are tracks by which
you ean trace a culprit and having traced
him and having this provision for tracing
him | also want the provision to punish
him. If these ballot papers were not
nmumbered for the purpose stated, what
was the object in numbering them? I do
say that unless the Attormey General
passes a law to prevent electors from
voting illevally and irvegularly, the exist-
ing Aet will be flouted from one end of
the State to the other. When you find a
man apparently burgling your house you
do not let him go. You seize him and
punish him so as to protect the public
for at least 12 or 18 months or perhaps
seven years. That acts as a deterrent.
When people know they can vote as they
choose, whether rightly or wrongly, and
that nothing will follow even though there
are penal sections in the Act, they will
confinue to hoodwink those in authority.
I am with the Attorney (3eneral when he
says that the person who voies wrongly
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thongh innocently should not be punished.
It wounld be highly improper and immoral
to punish the people who voted at Mt.
Ida. They voted wrongly, but they did
so ignorantly. That was the fourth elec-
tion in connection with which these par-
ticular wen recorded their votes at the
same polling booth in the Menzies elec-
torate, and that heing so it would be a
eriminal offence to punish them. They
voted because they felt sure they were
living in the Menzies electorate. There
was no other place for them te vote in.
The imaginary line should not have pre-
vented them from voting there. They
were at Mt. Ida a distance of 75 miles or

so from Menzies, and there is nobody:

living bevond them unless you go hun-
dreds and hundreds of miles and there
are no peaple living between them and the
l.eonora electorate, unless von make a
bee line for Gwalia, and then you rum
aeress the wood line where I helieve the
Colonial Secretary distinguished himself
a few days ago among the wood choppers.
That gentleman said there that if he had
had & little smattering of the Austrian
language and had been proficient in Ital-
ian, with his natural brogue he would
have pulled through. The Mi. Ida
people do all their business af Menzies and
T believe the nearest telegraph office is
at Mengzies, and it was wrong to try and
place them in the Leonora electorate.
That is the fault of the imaginary line
which divided the electerate in 1904. As
far as the manner in which the Mt Ida
votes were recorded that is known full
well.  There were some of these men act-
ually on Mr. Gregory’s committee and we
know that they voted against My, Buza-
cott. It is necessary thai the Electoral
Act should be amended and that the hest
legal brains shonld be nsed to assist the
Parliamentary Draftsman in preventing a
recurrence of these matters. 1 am speak-
ing especially with regard to these voters
at Mt. Tda. T know the eouniry; I have
passed throngh it. T know that imagin-
ary line and I know those people have
no association with any other people out-
side the Menzies people. They voted for
three years previously in Menzies and T
want to tell the Altormey General that
after the last election, which was a pretiy
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close one for the Minister, the Minister
stated that he had something up his
sleeve. I have now found out what that
something was. T have discussed the
question with the Minister and the Attor-
ney General knows full well 1 have been
a consistent opponent of the Minister for
Mines for the last seven yeavs. I have
fought him in this House and out of it.
I have fought him with clean weapons,
and I am sorry I am not fighting him to-
morrow night in Menzies, I want to say
that a lot of these abuses are not un-
known to this gentleman. The Attormey
General c¢an bhelieve that or not as he
pleases. What 1 would like to know is
whether he is going to keep his electoral
eye on those men and the manner in which
a nomber of them are going to vote. In
dealing with this electoral campaign T
know so mueh about what has happened—
having travelled through that distriet—
Lhat one feels that perhaps this is not the
place where one should speak on these
matters. But while these grievances exist
we know what would happen there during
a campaign conld happen anywhere else.
And that being so it is necessary to let the
House know as much as I do about this
particular affair. "When we find polities
being dragged down into the dirt, when
we find men appealing to every trait in
the character of the human being to se-
cure a vote, and appealing to a man’s
nationality to get a vote, it is high
time that someone shonld raise his voice
in protest. As a sample of what has been
going on in the Menzies electorate, I shall
read a letter from a gentleman in Perth,
and the letter itself will speak volumes.
Tt says:—

“Dear Friend,—I am taking this
epportunity te appeal to yon on my
own and on my friends’ behalf re the
Menzies election. The petition which
just been beard in the Supreme Court
here has brought irregularities to light
on the part of Mr. Gregory’s opponent
which took place at that eleation, and
consequently the election has been up-
set. As there will be a new election, I
take this step and appeal to you in the
name of all foreigners in Western Aus-
tralia not only voting, but also using
all your influence on Mr. Gregory’s be-
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half. He has always been a good
friend, not only to all German brethren,
but to all foreigners. 1 can assure you
that I know of several eases where Mr.
Gregory has paid ont of his own pocket
persens’ fares who wished fo go to the
fields to work, and had not the money
to get there. T also remind you of an
incident which gave him a great name,
not only in the Commonwealth, but
all over the world. That was the Bon-
nievale dizaster, where a miner was en-
tombed. Mr. Gregory saw that a life
was in great danger {(the man was a
foreigner) and acted witb great promp-
titude, sending a speeial tram with
divers on board io Bonnievale to rescue
fhe man, Yours faithfully, E. Krug.”

Mr. Hopkins: We had that read the
other night.

Mr. TAYLOR: I was not here, and 1
have not vead the speech of the member
for Murchison, but it is such a good
thing that it wonld be as well if ail the
‘people In Western Australia read and
re-read it, to show what the Government
and their supporters will do to maintain
a majority in this House. When they
appea) to the foreign instinets and nation-
al characteristics of people to obtain
votes it is a hit below the belt. Perhaps
ithe member for Beverley could tell me
who AMr. Kmg is, beavse I do not know
the gentleman, unless it be a gentleman
living in Willlam Street, Perth, from
where the letter was sent, If it be that
gentleman, I do not suppose the member
for Beverley wouid be acquainted with
him, and I do not think that gentleman
would have any interest in Mr. Gregory’s
relurn unless it were purely philanthropie.
T do not know whether there would be
any necessity for the Minister to retain
bis position to make Mr, Krug feel more
satisfied in the conduct of his business. 1
do not suppose anything like that could
happen, but Mr. Krug is mach concerned
about the return of Mr. Gregorv. The
gentleman to whom this letter was written,
being a counfrvman of Mr. Kmg's and
having lived in the Menzies electorate for
g0 many years. and knowing Mr. Gre-
zory’s good qualities and having failed to
recogmise any of those traits in his

i9)
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character ihat Mr. Krug spoke so elo-
quently of, wrote back to Mr. Krug and
asked him to give special instances of Mr.
Gregory’s kindness. Mr. Krug replied:—
“In reply te your letter of the 6th
instant requesting nstances of assist-
ance given to foreigners by Mr. Gre-
gory, it is impossible at such short
notice to give many particolars as re-
quired, and even if it were possible, in
the majorily of cases the persons who
had received kindnesses from Mr. Gre-
gory would not like their privale busi-
ness nade public. To my knowledge he
has assisted a large mmmber of persons
to gel to the places where they could
obtain employment. When on one of
my trips to Kalgoorlie T met Heinrich

TFedier there. While talking to him he

told me he had bheen out of work in

Perili and one day had gone to the

Mines Department, and Mr. Gregory

had given him his fare to Kalgoorlie

and references so that he could obiain
employment. He has equipped indi-
viduals and parties for prospecting,
and has helped them to get established
in mining. A few instanees that ocenr
to me at random are those of Mr. Rene

Bertranse, a Frenchman of Waverley,

assisted in prospecting; Mr. C. F.

Mathea, Mikado, miner, Burtville,

money advanced for development; Mr.

Battaglia of Yundamindera, assisted in

prospecting and erushing advanees; and

further do not farget the Bonnievale
affair where Mr. Gregory spared ne
expense, and sent a special train and
divers to rescue Varischetti.”
Waverley used to be known as Siberia,

The Alorney Gengral: T reeeived a let
ter from Senator Lyneh the other day in-
troducing a Frenchman to me,

Mr. TAYLOR: I know two of the
gentlemen whose names are mentioned in
that letter, and though Mr. Mathea may
be a countryman of Mr. Krug’s, his treat-
ment from the Mines Department for the
last four or five vears does not justify
those remarks of Mr. Krug’s, unless this
kindness has come about within the last
few months. It must have eorie te him
reeently. becanse I have had to speak in
this House defending Mr. Mathea against
the had treatment he was receiving from
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the Mines Department, and I moved fov
papers to he laid on the table in connec-
tion with the transactions between Mr.
Mathea anl the Mines Department, so I
know what is eontained in this letter is
wholly untrue. I know that My, Mathea
would not walk a yard unless to do all he
could to Lweep Mr. Gregory out of Parlia-
ment. However, as I have said, I do
not know whether the gentleman required
or received any assistanee during the last
few months ginee the last Parliament sat.
As to Mr. Battaglia, he sold out of his
ghow. 1 know the full strength of it. He
and some of his countrymen had a show,
and they soid out to Haus Irvine. It isin
the battery regulations that if stome is
taken from below a certain depth a rebate
is allewed on each ton crushed. These
men had raised the stone before they sold
out, but they did not crush antil after
they sold, and the Mnister did not give
them the full rebate, but he gave them
half the rebate. Al any rate I do not
think they put the stone through the bat-
tery. T have had difficuliy with the Min-
ister i3 trying to get the legitimate con-
ditions for men in this State, noi alone in
my own electorate but in other distriets.
They have not received an act of kind-
vess like this.  Rebates for men who
sold out for thousands, but in the
case of wmen who are stroggling,
with the storekeepers chasing  them
with  their accounts, who are faced
with bad times, wiih heavy water in their
shafls, and with a seavcity of fuel and
crushing-Ffacilities at the worst, they can-
not gel the assistanee that men with
money can.  This gentleman referred to
is an Italian, and as fine a man as is In
the State of any nationality; he iz a per-
sonal friend of the Minister’s I daresay;
in faet he is the kind of man that no one
conld meet without heing friendly with
him: he has all these qualities, and that
faeulty that enahles him to place his case
before anyhody in such a manner that
one will listen to it and he carried
away with it; but T know ecases
in that disiriet that are more de-
serving of receiving this rebate. T
know two of the gentlemen mentinned
in this letier. I do not knnw the others,
but if Mr. Krug knew as mnnch as I do
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I dv not think he weould have written the
letter. Of course T do not think he has
any interest in the matter except that
of pure benevolence. I heope the Attor-
ney General will make some effort at
least to see thai the Eleetoral Act is not
going to be used as it has been in the
past. As I have indieatec people have
put their names on the roll, though not
entitled to be there, with e object of
voung for Mr. Gregory. One of them
was My, Judge. I am surprised to see
a man with so high a charaeter as he has
allowing his politieal prejudices to carry
him away so as to do suen a thing. His
name is on two rolls. He is justly en-
titled to have his name on one, but he
has no right to have his name on the
other. 'The seetion under which a name
can he transferred aftei a certain period
of absence from one electovate does not
apply to a man hike Mr. Judge, hecause
he knew he would be hack in Maleolm,
he had notking to detain him in Menzies
excepl completing a bnilding, and he
knew he was geing back to  Maleolm
where his home and wife and bunsiness
ave. Therefore the section was not in-
tended for bim. If the Altorney General
were living in Kalgoorhe and had his
name on the Kalgoorlie roll, and if he
eame to Perth to take a ease in the Su-
preme Court and the IHigh Cowmt sat
nnmediately afierwards, detaining him
in Perth for five or six weeks,
would he dream of putting his name
on the Perth roll while he left his
wife and family in  Kalgoorlie ;
would he avail himself of the section
in the Aet wnder these eonditions? But
they are the conditions availed of to se-
cure votes for the Minister for Mines.
1t is shocking, and if the Minister wins
on votes like this he will have a hard
time to strugele through. It will be only
the begiming of the end: he will not
live long as the member for Menzies if
he has to live under these subterfuges.
T believe the Aftorney General and other
memhers of the House who have spokeu
to the Address-in-Reply have told the
truth when thev dealt with the financial
situaiion and the nrgent necessity of ad-
ministration and the desirec that both
sides of the House should view that



Address-in-Reply :

positien apart from party polities. This
State is drifting under the able manage-
ment of the Treasurer. ‘They call it an
overdraft, but we are gradually getting
far behind. In viewing the reports of
this financial year, taking the defieit on
the 30th June, 1908, we stand about
£350,000 in debt to-day, and it is about
time things were altered. 1T see the mem-
ber tor Beverley is making copious notes,
and [ daresay there is a hope if the
metmber uses his financial knowledge in
assisting the CGovernment there may
be some means found of reducing the
defieit. It is necessary we should at
least iry, by the wisdem of the House
and by judicious administrativn on the
pari of those who vcenpy the Treaswry
beneh to see if something eannot be done
to put the State on a sound finaneial
footing.- It is impossible for us to go on
building the unremunerative  public
works without getting further behind.
Last session T opposed several Bills fov
the construetion of railway lines on the
ground that they would not pay interest
and sinking fund let alone return any
© revenue, and when we look at the big
works intended to be gone on with and
the authorisations of the last two ses-
sions, and the Government seem anx-
tous to spend the money whether therve is
any return or uot, then things are be-
ginning to look serious. 1 want to say
a word or two ahout ithe dock, notwith-
standing that the Minister for Works
represents the constitueney in which the
dock will be construeted and memhers on
this (Opposition) side of the Hounse re-
present adjoining eonstituencies. T lLope
the Government will pause before thev
g end £320,000 in the construction of
a dock in view of the rveport of Sir
Whatley Eliet who states that the eon-
struction of the dock will cost £323,000.
When I spoke on the second reading of
the Bill I challenged the estimate of the
Minister for Works and T asked the
Minister. as Hansard will prove, that the
Engineer-in-Chief should be held respon-
sible for the estimate and that the work
be completed within the estimate or with-
in £10,000 or £20,000 of it. And the
Minister said in his lordly attitude, that
most decidedly it could be constructed
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within the estimate. But one of the
mreatest experts in England has come
out here and reported on two things, ane
the best site out of three in whieh to
place the dock, and as fo the esiimate of
cost, and his estimate was £325.000. Had
his inquiry heen more extensive and gone
inte the details of the construetion of
the deck we may have had some morve
glaring facts brought under our notiee.
Wihen [ had gone over the reports of
dueks which had been built in other eoun-
tries, and under move favourable eir-
cumstances than we can biild the Fre-
mantle doek, 1 ewme to the conclusion
that the work could nol be eonsirueied
for under £300.000. "The Minister in-
terjected then, “*Does the member know
more than the Engineer-in-Chiet?’' T
know it is impossible to baild the dock
for the swn -estimated by the Engineer-
in-Chief when we compare the Fremantle
dock with docks built in ether places. T
am pleased to note that my idea is sup-
poried, some months after. by so high
an aathority as Sir Whatlev Eliot.

The Minister for TForks: You had bet-
icr read the report again.

Mr. TAYT.OR: I have read rhe report;
it was on the Table last session, and [
believe zome member is to move that it
be laid on the Table again. T challenge
the Minister 1o say (hat T did not state
the correct amount.

The Minister for Works:
other works.

Mr. TAYLOR: Works that are neces-
sary so that the dock mayx he utilised.
With less expendifure the dock conld not
be used. Leading articles in the news-
papers pul forth the smme faets T am
stating now. that the lowest possible ex-
penditure must be £300,000.

The Minister for TWorks: It i= plea-
ing to find the hon. member and the
West dusiralion in agreement for once.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do nok know that it
is pleasing. Perhaps it is pleasing for
the wember to know that the West Aus-
tralign always agrees with the CGovern-
ment.

The Minister for Weorks: That paper
i eonspicuous for its diserimination.

Mr. TAYLOR : It is pleasing to
know that is a redeeming feaiure. XNoi-

Including
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withslanding 1 hope the Minister for
Works and his colleagunes will at least
move very slowly with reference to the
expenditure of such a sum on a work
thal cannot possibly pay working ex-
penses let alone interest and sinking
fund. 1 venture to say, as I said ifast
year, and I believe 1 was the only one
who opposed the Bill with vigour, that I
am confident that the dock will not pay
working expenses let alone interest and
sinking fund. Fremantle is not a ter-
minal port and will the Minister tell me
fhat ships are going to be docked here
when they can go fo their terrninal perts
where labour is cheaper. Until we have
the Transeontinental railway line con-
structed this dock will he of no use, and
there is no neeessity in the present finan-
eial .condition of affairs to plunge the
eountry inte an expenditure of £300,000
on a dock. The spur railways were to
pay from the juup. We found them all
enumerajed in the Press the other day
and the expenditure has been larger by
£2,000 odd than the revenue received and
this on about eight railway lines. Among
these lnes is one goldfields line, the Wid-
gemooltha railway, which out of a total
return of £1,280 has provided £1,260.
The Widgemooltha railway line is carry-
ing the whole of the other spur lines on
its back. It is the same thing. The
freights to the goldfields are so high that
the goldfields lines have to carry the agri-
cnltural rajlways.  The people on the
goldfields have to pay excessive freights
and ther carry all the railways of the
State. Here iz another proof of thai.
The Government opened seven or eighi
spur railways in agrienltural areas cover-
ing distances from 20 to 30 miles and
thex have to open a goldfields line of 40
miles so as to carry the burden. Is that
fair to the goldfields? I say, “No”
And that line had to be fought for inch
by inch for several years before it could
be obtained. The Government of which
I had the honour of heing a member
made a practical suggestion to deal with
the question and that Government was
responsible for the Widgemooltha Iline
being built to-day. Whetber the Cool-
gardie-Widgemooltha railway line is a
failure or a sueccess it lies at the door
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of the Labour Government. They took
a practical way of dealing with the ques-
tion. They had a proper system of re-
porting brought inte vogue and the re-
port was favourable to the construction.
Now its construnction has been accom—
plished and for three months running it
bas earned over and above working ex-
penses, £1,260.

The Ainister for Works: You did
everything but put the Bill through.

Mr. TAYLOR: We did everything.
No matter whe' occupies the Treasury
bench this line was made possible by the
Labour Government. There has been no
line constructed by the Government since:
they have heen in office which has justi-
fied itself in the way this line has done,.
and 1 say the Labour Government are re-
sponsible for ‘its construction.

The Minister for Works: You will be-
gin to believe you built it in a litile
while. i

Mr. TAYLOR: We made it possible
for you to build it, the only line which is.
paying of all those which you have con-
structed. You have been econstructing
rallway lines for three years and this is
the only one that has paid anything,
there has been a loss on all the others.
It is indeed strange to find during the
elections, and when policies and Govern-
ments are being discussed, some people
ever ready to say, “You must support the
Government in power; they are your
friends” and yet we hear staunch Gov-
ernment supporters get up and speak in
absolute contradiction of what the Gov-
ernment are placed in power to do by
those outside. 'We had the spectacle yes-
terday of the member for Geraldton tel-
ling the Government that there must he
no move licenses granted to hotels, that
in the future they must shut down. We
find the secretary of the Licensed Vietnal-
ers’ Association writing letters to the
Menzies electorate telling the people of
Menzies that it is absolutetly necessary
to snpport Mr. Gregory so thab they may
have open play as far as hotel-keeping is
concerned. And strange to say we find
aur dear old friend the member for Clarc-
meont, ever ready with his Bill. And 1
am sure if he had the opportunity, and
T was going to sny the luek he deserves;
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but if he has the chanee he deserves of
introducing his Biil tlus session the Gov-
ernment should give him the opportunity
of testing the feeling of the House upon
it. And we find the members of the Gov-
ernment holding views diametrically op-
posite to the Licensed Vietuallers' Asso-
ciafion, who are in favour of keeping
the Government in power. Here for in-
stance is a sample of what the licensed
vietuallers think of the Government:
this letter was reeceived in Menzies jnst
prior to the election—
WA, United Victuallers’ Associa-
tion, 18 Weld Chambers, 5t. George's
Terrace, Pertl;, Novémber 6th, 1908.
Dear Sir,—L am instructed by my com-
mitiee to urge licensed victnallers in the
Menzies electorate to use every endea-
vour within their power {o secure the
return to Parliament of Mr. H. Greg-
ory, who is standing for election in the
Ministerial interest. It is of vital im-
port that the trade should return to
Parliament those who are committed
to fair play, seeing that an amended
Licensing Bill 15 to be brought forward
next session which will materially affect
the welfare of all conneeted with the
liguor interest, I might add that the
trade have a better chance of securing
this from the present GGovernment than
fromt any other source, and it conse-
quently  hehoves all  connected with
licensed houses to leave no stene un-
turned o =ecure Mr. Gregory’s re-
election. My association asks that all
licensed vietuallers shall be alive to this
fact, and T feel sure that my commiitee
will not appeal in vain for your loyal
and undivided support in the desired
direction.—Yours - faithfully, Alfred
W. B. Mather, Secretary.”
Now I"do not know how the member for
Geraldton and the member for Clare-
mont can allow themselves to be associated
with the licensed victuallers, or how they
are going 1o reconcile themselves to the
fact that their side is being kept in power
hy the licensed victuallers and pin their
faith upon that body.

The Minister for Works: They have
nothing to thank the Government for.

Mr. TAYLOR: I know the hon. mem-
her for Claremont has nothing to thank
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the Government for. He can thank his
owti independence and the views he
voiced in the House as having put
him haek here to-day. When we find
a straight-ont Government supporter op-
posing him in the town of Claremont we
are interested in noting how he stands
against the candidate supported by the
Government. The hon. member for Clare-
mont would not have been in his place
had he docilely followed the Government
during last session. Then there is the
hon. membe.: for Beverley. We would not
have had the hon. member for Beverley
where he is to-day had it nof been for the
docility of his predecessor. We would not
have had the hon. member for Collie here
to-day but for the doeility of his pre-
decessor as a Government supporter.
Was not the late member for Balkatta
unseated owing to his blind support of
the Edueation Bill and many other things
against the wishes of his constituency.
The independent Goverhment supporters
of last year, named candid friends, have
come hack notwithstanding the rnning
by the Government of a man against
each of them. The Minister for Public
Works has nothing to inflate his chest
abont., The member for Claremont is
perfectly =afe. He can come down with
a Bill withrat taking it to the licensed
victnallers to see whether thev like it
or nof. The Minister for Works
eould not do that. The Governmen( have
sent 1 man fo New Zealand to find out
what is being done with the liquor ques-
tion over (kere, so that they ean deter-
mine whether it will suit the Government
supporters here. If it does they will
bring down the necessary Bill. I do not
like (o suggest where they chose their
liguor togter from, but T know he came
from the ranks of these whe have a just
appreciation of what liquor ought to be.
Mr. Hopkins: Is thai a perquisite of
the Government or of the Opposition?
Mr. TAYLOR: Presvimably he comes
from among the supporters of the Gov-
ernment.  Still I do not mind admitting
that I know the taste of good liguor myv-
self. Few things can come from the Gov-
ernment side withont first having to be
referred either to the Lidensed Vieinallers
Association or to the Chamber of Mines,
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I am sure my old friend, the late member
for Boulder, will not go down to the li-
censed vietuallers to get some views on the
liquor tvaffic. T am pleased 1o know there
are soimne members on the Government side
of the House free from the influence
of the liceused victuallers. Anyhow, I

suppose we will be able to get along while

the Government are receiving their in-
structions from that august body. We
find there has been a deal said about the
administration of the Alines Department.
I want to say that in my opinion it will
be a good thing for the mining industry
of this State if the control of that de-
partment nasses into other hands. I say
it has not had that treatment which it de-
serves as an industry. We find that we
passed in this Houge money known as the
Mines Development Vote, and we find
that our Auditor Gteneral, who is the only
servant of Parliament, whe is the one
man that is frightened of no one, who
is Parliament’s adviser—we have the Au-
ditor General reporting on the mining
vote and he finds, or at least he draws at-
tention to the wav in which that vote is
being used. He states in his last annual
report (1507)—
“In November, 1006, £6,028 9s. Gd.
worth of rails and fastenings were
supplied by the Railway Department
to the Kalgooriie and Boulder Firewood
Company. The Department was paid
this amount by the Mines Department
from the Loan Vote Development of
Mining. On the 11th Apnl, 1907, an
agreement was entered into between
the Mlinister for Mines and the ecom-
pany on the hire purchase system to
repay this money without interest by
monthly instalments commencing on the
30th November, 1908. The Minister
has the right to determine the date for
the first payment, hut if the company
s0 desire they need not pay until the
date mentioned above. Under the Aundit
Aect it is not clear that the right exists
to dispose of material withont ecash.
Section 44 (b.) is the only one which
may he said to deal with the matter,
and the Auditor General is there di-
rected to aseertain whether the whole of
the reventie and other eollections have
heen hrought fo account. Bnt as no
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amount is due uniil 30th November,

1908, the question arises whether this

section applies.”
Now lhere is a blow to a firewood com-
pany of £6,028 to purchase rails and
fastenings from the Railway Depari-
ment, If the Minister for Mines were
in his place he might be able to explain
that it is purely mining development to
lend out money and material to the fire-
wowd company to enhance its position.
We know there are no companies operat-
ing in this State that have paied se much
money in so short a time as have the
firewood companies operafing on the
Eastern Goldfields. They have made
money, not taking into consideration the
line laid down by tlis verv company ai
Laneefield; because they had only been
vunning about five or six weeks when the
mine ceased operations and they had io
cease work. They made a large amocung
of muney. They have not aloue dended
the State forests but have been tie
means of eaunsing more turmoil and more
trouble with their employees than any
other company operating in the State.
And in the face of this, £6,000 o £7,000
has been taken out of the Mines De-
velopment Vote and loaned to the com-
pany to buy rails and fastenings. No
wander everybody sings out about how
badly " the Mines Development Vote is
administered. T want to know if the
Government are going to continue this.
I have hefore pointed out in this House
ibe danger of the Minister having full
control of this vote. That Mines De-
velopment Vote has been used largely
for politieal purposes, placating members
and sweetening constituencies. And I
say this is a proof of how elastic is the
Minister for Mines’ idea of a mines de-
velopment vote when he will fake aoney
out of such a fund and pay for rails and
fastenings and give them to a wood com-
pany to which he has already granted a
permit to run lines and denude the for-
ests and to place their lines in sueh a
position as to cause tronble among the
emplovees and cause the hon. member
for York (Mr. Monger) to make wild
and sweping statements about the rela-
tions between the men and the employers
and the part taken by the Labonr party.
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He pointed out that the manner in whieh
the Labour party has gone through the
State during the last election will bring
disaster. 1 say it is only when a mem-
ber of Parliament or a party puts views
hefore the country with some degree of
vigour that the country is any the better
for having heard those views. It is ow-
ing to the letharzy of the Governmeni
supporters that we find these votes the
way they are. Can a member say he is
justified in suppurting a Government on
party lines if he knows there are things
like this occurring? If that he one of
the results of partyv polities this system
of gaverning the éountry must fail. dMen
have to be blind indeed tn justice in
order to keep a party in power and to al-
Iow a Minister in charge of a depart-
ment, who has the handling of a large
vole, to use the money as he thinks fit
and as it has been used in the case.T
have mentioned. Surely they know the
money 15 used for purposes never intend-
ed by Parliament? If members of the
party know this and take no notice of it
merely because the act is performed by
the heads of the party to which they he-
long, then the sooner party politics is
swept away the betfer. In the present
ease, however, T min sure it is due to the
lethargy of the people who support the
Governmen| and the wantl of interest by
the electors whom they represent; other-
wise this sort of thing eould never take
place. It eould not oceur with a Gov-
ernment represented by zoldfields men,
for the eleciors of goldfields members
would very quiekly be alive to the fact
that the monev was not being spent in
a proper way and the Government wauld
be pulled up. Fortunately for the Gov-
ernment the Press do not probe too
deeply into what they do.  When we
know that this company have caused the
Guvernment of all iime a great deal of
trouble, endless annovance, and consider-
able cnzt to the State in the way of
money spent in supervision, we realise
what a wrong attitnde was adopted. It
has always been found necessary that
swrveyors from fhe Lands Department
should go through the forests in order
to see that the contractors were keeping
within the area set apart for them.
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Time after time it has been found that
the contractors  had  encroached on
wlher places, so much so in fact that in
one instance they had to pay a fine of
£30.  Evidently the Government did not
mind ihis, for the company received an-
other permit in another part of the State.
Not only that but they allowed the com-
pany Lo have praetieally £7,000 of the
peeple’s money without interest.

The Treasurer: But your Government
wave (ke rails to the hewers al Collie for
political purposes.

Mr. TAYLOR: No, they gave rails fo
a evimmunity of peaple, not fo a company,
wlo had (v pay iulerest frowm the very
start. The eonnuumity did not get one
pound without paying interest, and they
were o very desivable body of people
as against a eompany of this charaeter.
Did not the timber hewers carry out their
promises?

The Treasurer: Did not the others?

Mr. TAYLOR : The company have
never had one permit withont having heen
keel-hnuled hefore the work was com-
pleted. At every place they have gone
there has been trouble with lhe people of
the distriet for encroachment. The com-
pany some time ngo applied for a permit
to run a line north-enst from Lancefield,
and they ran it south of east for 18
miles, with the result that they finished
np 16 miles south of the terminal point
and denuded forests they had no business
to touch. When that was made known
to me I at onee set to work, and after some
difficulty had it stopped. They have done
the same sort of thing always. T am sure
the member for Boulder could hear me
out i this, if he were lere, g0 could
the member for Kanowna, while the mem-
ber for Coolgardie will remember the
trouble that took place in his distriet be-
fore he was elected to this House. This
company have never carried out their
agreements without being compelled to do
so by the Government. By means of back-
stairs influence in the past they have ob-
tained money from the Ministers when
others could get nothing.  Applieations
are nrow in from mines in my distriet. On
these properties machinery, which has cost
large sums of money, is erected, and the
owners are anxious to obhtain money for
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development work; they have tried for
the past six or seven weeks to get an ad-
vanece from the Government on the pro-
perty but have not been successful. I am
referring to the Craigie-More mine. There
35 a 10-head mill and an up-to-date plant
and ihe owners want a mortgage ow it.
Although they have been unsuecessful cer-
tain companies ean get money from the
Government free of interest to enable
them to buy rails and fastenings for wood
lines. Notwithstanding all these things
we are told repeatedly of the admirable
administration of the Mines Department.
If that is what constitutes wise and good
administration, I am satisfied. 1 am sure
the mining conditions here now ave largely
due to bad administration. I hope the
remarks I have made as to the Electoral
Act and other matters, especially those
referring to the Mining Aet, will be paid
attention to, and I trust the Government
will allow no money to be taken from the
mines development vote for the purpose
of being leni to a company with which to
purchase rails and fastenings, Tf it
were not for the watchful eve of the
Auditor General, who reports to Parlia-
ment annually, we would have known
nothing about this ease. It is not so
much the poliey of parties that affects the
welfare of the State as the administration
of those in office; those who handle the
finances are the people who make or un-
make a State, make it prosperouns or
otherwise. Unless the Government exer-
cise great care and devote more fime to
the administration of departments than
they have been doing recently we will
drift to such an extent that T feel sure the
next time members po to the counfry
there will be quite a differeni result, and
the Premier will not be boasting after the
elections of his great support in the
country. The shock he received at the
last elections and his coming back with
2 party practically wrecked is nothing to
the wreckage that will result from the next
elections.

Mr. FOULKES (Claremont): The last
speaker said the future depended not so
much on the poliey of parties as on the
fact whether the leaders are good admini-
strators or not. So far as that goes I
cordially agree, and there is no doubt,
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whatever differences we may have with re-
gard to the question of parties, the fukure
will depend absolutely on the manner in
which the Government of this country
is earried on in the nexi few years. None
can say he is satisfied with the present
condition of affairs. We have the leaders
of the Government saying how snccessful
they are in administration, and we have
the other side complaining that the Mini-
sters are making a hopeless muddle of
affairs. This makes it very diffienlt for
an ordinary member to steer a proper
conrse between these two sides, On many
oceasions men who are eontinually boast-
ing of their achievements are not entitled
to the credit they take for some of them,
while on the other hand men who are eon-
tinually attacking the acts of Ministers
are certainly not justified on many oceas-
ions in those attacks., I will first of all
deal with the elaims made by the Govern-
ment for various good works they have
carried out. I quite admit that on many
aceasions they have done good work, but
with regard to varions matters that con-
cerh the true welfare of the country I am
of opinion they have heen particularly
negligent. We have the Leader of the
Government, who is the Minister for
Lands, eontinnally beasting that there has
been such a great development in Jland
seftlement. I agree that there has heen
a considerable amount of land settlement
during the past few years, but the most
unsatisfactory point in connection with
the question is with what a very little
people are satisfied. We saw in the Press
a puoblie announcement that a certain
number of acres are being alienated and
that a few hundreds of people are coming
llere. That does not satisfy me, for we
hear the econtinual boast that we have
millions of acres well suited for land
settlement, and yet we know all we have
heen able to do in the last few months
has been to persnade 4,000 people
lo come here. I have seen what
other countries are doing.  Take the
Dominion of Canada, They Thave
a nmuch worse c¢limate than ows, and
vet the Canadian Government got 200,000
people to settle there last vear., Here
we have a Uovernmenl boasting in 1he
Press of the fact that we ave able to get
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4,000 people to come and settle in the
country. The other Slates are siealing
marches on us, for Queensland and New
South Wales obtain four or five new agri-
cultural immigrants for every one we
obtain. Complaints are made, particu-
larly by the Labour party, that we are
doing a wrong -thing in trying to encour-
age immigrants io come here. I believe
the reason of their ohjection—and I give
them credit for this much—is that the
wrong class of people are being brought
here, and to a certain extent I believe
they are justified iu complaining that
we are not getting the right people. One
of the Minisiers, T think the Minister
for Works, when speaking the other night
said that if anyune were to look at the
file of instructions sent to  the Agent
(teneral, he would see how strong and per-
emptory the instruetions were on the part
of the Government that only suitable
agricultarists should he sent here. I
know the Government have given instruc-
tions to that effect, but what I complain
of is that they send the wrong class of
men from here to England and the other
Btates to set out the conditions of the
country. For some years we sent a man
named Seammell from here. T helieve he
had no experience of this country and
that he staved here vnee for o month; still
he was allowed to remain in Lendoen for
three years as our agricultural represen-
tative in that country. Again, a man has
recently left our shores, and I speak of
him with the greatest respect for he is
a most able journalist, Myr. Wallace Nel-
son. He is the latest recruit in the Tin-
migration Department.

The Treasurer: What about Mr. Ran-
ford.

My, FOULKES: 1 will deal with Mr.
Ranford afterwards. Mr. XNelson has
alzo been sent to give information as to
the agricultural eapabilities of this eoun-
try. Anyway arrangemenizs have heen
made with Mr. Nelson to deliver lectures
with regard to Western Australia. That is
the arrangement made and it is that that I
complain of. This is not the first time
T bave expressed the opinion that we are
sending the wrong type of man from
here to Europe to set out the natural ad-
vantages of this State. The Treasurer
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said, “'what about Mr. Ranford.” 'That
iz just it—that is what I am complaining
abour. He is just the type of man who
should be sent, but what a long time it
has taken the Government tuv send Mr.
Ranford to BEurope. Ile has been in
the East for a couple of years and came
back here from the other Siates ahout
four months ago. and it is only a fort-
night since he left for home. In Great
Britain and Treland there is a population
of forty millions of people and we are
sending one man to tell these forty mil-
lions what the agrieultural resources of
Western Australia are. Here in Perth
we have commereial firms carrying on
trade in the narrow confines of Western
Australin and these people send out eight
or nine travellers while the Government
are safisfied with sending one capable
man. And after all we must admit that
Mr. Ranford is the only capable man to
give information with regard to the
capabilities of the State. I know some-
thing about this subject because the last
time I was in England I took the oppor-
tunity of fnding out what the Canadian
Government were doing. I spent some
hours in the Canadian office and learnt
that they sent a dozen farmers from Can-
ada to England, Wales, Scotland, and
Treland, to give information to the farm-
ing communities about the agricultural
possibilities of Canada. They do not
send Home elerks or journalists or men of
the type of Mr. Rason ; they send Home
only practical farmers, and what I beg
and implore of the Government to do is
to send more men of the type of Mr.
Ranford to Europe to influence the peo-
ple and persuade them to come to this
country. If we send men who arve
clerks you will find that they will never
come into contact with agrieulfurists, and
if you want to persuade agriculturists to
come out here vou munst send out the
right type of man to talk to them. Tt is
uselesz sending a clerk to try and per-
suade a farmer to come oni here. What
I say is we are neglecting this question
and that at least half & dozen farmers
ghould be sent from here to Europe to
induce the people to come out. A few
days ago the Premier spoke on this

question  and with a  considerable
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amount of pride and satisfaction he men-
tioned the fact that they were aeinally
going (o open an oflice in* Sydney. A
most astomishing achievement. Why in
the world was not that done two years
ago? Alr. Ranford was sent to give a
certain atount of information to people
in South Australia and Victoria and the
Leader of the New Soath Wales Govern-
ment said his Government wonld be glad
to see an office established in Sydney so
that the people of New South Wuales
might be informed of the eapabilities of
Western Auslralia, and actually nothing
wag done despile the invitation that was
given. Qur people here seem to be satis-
fied with so little. Tven the Leader of
the Ctovernment and the public Press are
satisfied with so little that they will sit
down and allow other people to come in
ahcad of them. Somefimes I see in the
public  Press twenty lines appearing
on a front page setting out the
fact that actually three farmers are leav-
ing Vietoria to come fo Western Aws-
tralin,  That is eonsidered a wonderful
achievemenf. I am as certain as I am
of standing here if wa go on constrneting
these various railways and huge publie
works like the dock at Fremantle, that
unless we have sufficient population to
use those works disaster will eome upon
us, This is not the first time that this
question of immigration has heen dis-
cussed here.  Nothing - praetical unfor-
tunately has ever been done. Mr. Ran-
ford is the first man who has heen sent
from Western Aunsiralia to England to
give information with regard to our agri-
caltural possibilities.

My. Hopliins: \What ahout the Agenis
General ?
_ Mr. FOULKES: Yes, they have done
1t to a certain extent but no one can eon-
vinee me that a man of the type of Mr.
Rasen is the right man to convinee an
agriculturist.
record of Mr. Rason’s achievemenis at
Home. He has given lectures but where
were they given? They were given not
in agricultural towns but in places like
Bradford. It is not in the towns that
you want to have this information dis-
tributed but it is in the agrieultural dis-
triets of Great Britain. 1 complain that
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men of the type of Mr. Nelson—and [
speak of him with the greatest respecl
as I do of Mr. Rason—give their leetures
in the eities and that mere faet shows
how ineapable they are and how hope-
less it is to expeet them to deal with the
subject. What T am asking the Govern-
ment and Partiament to do-is to send agyi-
cultarists t¢ Europe, men who will not
go to the towns but who will go to the
agricultural distriets. It is from these
places that we wanl to feteh the people.
If we fetch townspeople here we will find
in a short time they will drift back into
towns for employmenl. There is another
matter I wish to speak abount; that is the
question of land settlement, and it is
owing to the faet that so few people ave
coming here that we are selling off land
in this country at a price that is far be-
neath its value. Land in this eountry
is being sold at 10s. an acre vn 20 years
terms which means that this land is be-
ing sold at 5s. an acre.. If that land
were clearved it would be worth at least
£4 an acre. I hope thal the Government
will consider a scheme whereby they will
go in for a system of clearing land as is
done in many places where they take
care to see that the land is ready for cul-
tivation. 1 am quite sure of this that if
they adopted this system it would add
materially to the welfare of the country
and improve our conditions here. At
preseni what is taking place? Although
there is an enormous amount of land
alienated it-has been taken up in many
eases by men who have not sufficient
capital to work it. Many of these men
come from the Hastern States and
foreign parts were land has been
acquired, and these unhappy individuals
take up land here and for five or six
years their labours are devoted to clear-
ing the land, and the result is that their
small capital is exhausted aliogether in
that clearing and in a great number of
cases they have not sufficient eapital
wherewith to buy machinery and to buy
horses and obtain necessary equipment
to put their crops in. I hope the Min-
ister for Apriculture will now consider
the question as to whether he should not
inerease the lending capacity of the
Agricultural Bank, and enable that bank
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in some cases to increase the loans from
£300 up te cven £1,000. 1 admit in
some cases it would be dangerous lo
make sueh advances to some people, but
there is no reason why a board of eap-
ahle men should not be appuinted to see
whether loans. even though they be up
to £1.000, zhould nor he given to suitable
pevple who arve on snilable land. These
lnans of €300 althongh they are giving
greal assislanee (o many people unfor-
tunately do not go far enough, From
what T have seen In various agricultural
distriets. although the bank lends £300
to help peuple te settle upon the land,
that meney has to be devoted to certain
specific improvements. 1t has 1o be used
for clearing land and  building  fences
and constructing dams.  These are prac-
tically the only three things on which
these luan moueyvs ean be expended, and
‘the result is that wnless a wan has an-
ather £300 or £1,000 of his own lhe ig un-
able in a great number of cases to make
use of this land, because even when the
land is cleared it is neeessary that a man
should have a eertain amount of eapital,
for, as T have pointed out he has to pur-
chase machinery and stock and spend a
considerable sum of meney in eonstruet-
ing a house and out-buildings. What I
would like (o point out is that we arve
parting with our most valuable asset. We
arve selling off land at 3s. an acre, which
land if cleared would fetch £4 or £5 an
acre. I need only remind the Minister
for Agrienlture that ten years ago one
could buy any quantity of land for £1
an acre in the Northam distriet.  To-day
that land is fetehing £6 and £7 an aere
and the reason it is so valuable is that
it has been cleared and the people ave
able to set to work and draw an income
from if. There are hundreds of places
hesides Northam and York where, if
land were cleared, the Government
would at once create an  asset
whiech would be worth £4 an aere.
I of course believe in the system of the
alienation of land, and I do not alto-
gether eondemn the leaschold system,
apnd I would like to see the two systems
run side by side. Beecanse, looking at
it from a business point of view I am
certain it would be of great advantage
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to the State if the department were to
set aside various areas in the agvieul-
tural distriets and clenr them and let
them on lease for 30 years, charging a
reasonable vent for the tand. There are
hundreds who would he only too pleased
te rent the land provided it is cleared
fur them, because there are many who
have not the courage or the capital to
take up virein eountry and devote six
ur seven vears of their lives to clearing
the lands. | would like to see the Min-
ister for Agrienlture consider the ques-
tion as to whether he should not init-
inte this syslem of setting aside various
areas of land, clearing them and letting
them on long leases. 1 am quite sure
that in 20 or 30 years time we should
have a very valuable asset on account of
having kept these lands. I know that
thiz is npat the Hrst time that this has
been proposed. I know the Labour party
proposed it, but unfortunately they con-
demned wholly the system of granting
the fee simple. l'or wy part T beliove
in both systems worked together, be-
cavse Lhe leazchold wonld iuduce a ereat
number of people to take up land. Theve
ate some who, like myself and perbaps
the Leader of the Opposition, prefer the
fee simple; but all the same if I had
a good piece of land offered te me to
rent, if it were cleaved I, and hundreds
like myself, would be only too glad to
seize the opportunity. A good deal
has been said about dealing with eeono-
mi¢c  administration, and there is a
paragraph in the Governot’s Speech whera
he is made to say that every effort has
been made to keep the expenditure with-
in bounds by careful and economieal ad-
ministration. And the paragraph goes on
to say that this poliey will be rigorounsly
adhered to in the future. When 1 read
that word “rigorously” it caused my
blood to run cold; but 1 was very much
cheered by the rvefiection that perhaps
the Ministry did not really mean it. Be-
cause I must say I would like to see
them show a little more evidence of their
desire {o have economival addministration
carried out. To my mind not sufficient
attention has been paid to the saving
of money. Theve is a tremendous amount
of money wasted in this country, and
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I would like to see the Minisiry seiting
a better example themselves in econo-
mic administration. In the Awnditor
General’s report for last year are refer-
ences tu a large number of irems of
expenditure inemrred by  Ministers,
They are small and trivial in themselves,
perhaps, but all the same they are signs
that show that Ainisters do nol realise
that the time has come when it is neces-
sary for every Minister to save every
possible shilling that he can. Let us
take the travelling expenses of Minis-
ters. We know that it is necessary for
the. varions Ministers to travel through-
out fhe Staite. That is all very well,
and I hold with it. T will deal with
the travelling expenses of the Premier.
Among a few items 1 notice in the
Auditor General’s report for last year,
are these expenses incurred by the Pre-
mier fravelling to Bunbury. From the
29th June to July 2nd £3; in November
another £3 or £4; again in November
another £4 or £5; in October a pound or
two; in December 19s. Sd.; an December
8th and 10th another pound or two.
Again, the Treasurer goes to Busselton
and visits his constituents. The eountry
seems to have to pay for these expenses.
Now these ave only small items and Min-
isters and others may say it is not right
to complain of small items of this kind.
I quite admit that leoking at it from
that point of view it is trivial to com-
plain of small sums spent by the Minis-
ters.

The Minister for Works: You ought
at least aseertain the reason of the visit.

Mr. FOULKES: The reason of the
visit 1s—and fthis is what T e~mplain
of—the Minister goes to visit his
constifuents and in my opinion he ought
to pay his own expenses.

The Minister for Works: T gnarantee
the Premier chavgres no expenses when
he waes to Bunbury on his private af-
Tairs.

Mr. FOULKES: If the Minisier goes
to his own constituents he ought to pay
his own expenses, This is the import-
anl fact that I complained of, We must
have good examples set uws, and I do
not care ahout rending paragraphs in
the Gaverner’s Speech to sav that in
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future this poliey of economic adminis-
tration is to be rigorously adhered to.
It is nonsense talking to us like that
when Ministers go to their own con-
slituencies and charge thizs eountry with
the expenses in connection with the visit,
The Treasurer. I know—and I give him
eredit for it—is anxious about the finan-
ces of this eountry. He went down to
Busselton in December, 1906, and it cost
this State a considerable amount of
money; beeause there were various re-
freshmenis to be provided to enable him
to get down there. Really the time has
gone by when any Government should
go in for this lavish expenditure in the
way of refreshments. One is astonish-
ed to find people eoming lLere with Gov-
ernor’s Speeches in their hands and tel-
ling us it is necessary to have rigorous
economic measures, and afterwards go-
ing off to their constituencies and ex-
pecting the country to pay the expense.
I do not care what members go down,
if they want vefreshments they should
pay for them themselves. I can tell the
Minister for Works that peaple are com-
plaining all over the State. As soon as
a Ministerial train leaves Perth station
the eonductors are seen 1mnning along
handing out the lemonade before East
Parth is reached.

The Minister for TWorks: Yon may be
stire there is some departmental business
at the bottom of it. )

Mr., FOULKES: It is astonishing how
much  departmental business has to be
done in Bunbory, Here is another matter
we have noticed in this Governor's
Speech: that it is proposed to introduce a
Bill dealing with a Bunbury Harhour
Board. That Bill was introduced last
year, and it was provided in that Bill
that there should be_ five members on the
board. 1 am sobject to correction, but
1 feel sure that 1 amn right when T say
the chairman of this board is to get £100
a vear and the other four members £50
each. Now T should like to know what
is the necessity for having a harbour
hoard at Bunbury, If it were not that
the Leader of the Government is the
wember for that constitueney there would
be no talk at all about a harhour hoard
for Bunbury., I have here hefore me
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a summary of the trade in various ports
»f the State. and it will he interesting to
inembers to learn that there are two ports
doing a larger trade than the port of
Bunbury.

The Minister for Works: Which are
they ?

Mr. FOULKES: Albany and Gerald-
ton.

The Minister for Works :
poing to quoie the exports ?

Mr. FOULKES: No, I am taking the
tonnage the harbour has to deal with;
tke numher of ships that come to it and
the mwmber that leave it. It does not
oatter whether they are full or empty.
Here at Albany the amount of tohnage
was 141,000 tons, while that at Bunbuty
was 106000 tons, That is under steam.
Under sail we find that 7,000 tons came to
Albany and 19,000 tons eame to Bun-
bury.

The Minister for Works: That is ano-
ther aspect.

Mr. FOULKES: Yes, I am giving both
sides of the cuestion. From the inier-
State ports to Albany the tonnage was
469,000 and to Bunbury 74,000. Look at
the difference there.

The Minister for Works: Oh, many of
them at Albany just call in and go out
again.

Mr. FOULKES: That does not matter.
From Western Australia and other State
ports the tonnage to Albany was 245,000
tons, and to Bunbury 8,000, the total be-
ing to Albany 865,000 tons, and Bunbury
190,000 tons.

The Minister for Works: But you have
included the White Star line at Albany.

Mr, FOULKES: We have these ships
coming here to these places. I draw no
distinction as to whether they are White
Star liners o1 of any other company.

The Minister for TWarks: Don't you
draw a distinetion between a steamer go-
ing to Bunbury for timber and staying
a month, and ihe White Star liner going
to Albany for a few hours only 7

Mr. FOULKES: Yes, but just the same
it is not necessary to have a harbour board
at Bunbury.

Mr. Bath: Bul they are trying to square
things. Trving to baild railways to eon-
centrate trade at Bunbury.

Are vou

[18 Novemser, 1908.]

Fifth day. 243

Mr. FOULKES: I say there is no
necessity for a harbour Lward at Bun-
bury. The only people who have de-
manded it are the members of the Bun-
bury Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Bath: And the lumpers,

Mr. FOULKES: I do not know that
the lumpers at Fremantle are any better
off because they have a harbour heard.
There is no reason why the Government
officials should not look after the har-
hour at Bunbury as well in the future
as they have done in the past. What T
complam of is Ministers preaching econo-
my when they show no signs of economy
in their dealings with their own constitu-
encies,

Afr, Bath: Can you expect a good ex-
ample from the present Ministers %

Mr. FOULKES: Yes. In many ways
T am doing my hest to teach them, and
trying to keep them in the right path.
One difference between this side of the
House and that is that I am able to dis-
cuss and criticise our leaders freely. If
I sat on that side of the House I do not
know what would happen te me if I
spoke of my leader as I have spoken of
my leader on this occasion, That is the
difference. On this side of the House,
we are able to speak freelv.

Mr. Bath: They do not take it very
kindly; the Minister for Works is ready
fo eat you.

Mr. FOULKES: It does not trouble
me in the slightest. T have given notice
of my intention to introduce a Bill to
amend the licensing law. I am not going
to take up the time of the Honse to set out
the provisions of that Bill, save to say that
it is to prevent any licenses heing granted
until we have loecal option. I took care
when the House first met to give notice
of thie Rill, beecanse this measure has had
a most unfortonate experience. It has
been assailed by a great many members
who should have supported it. Last ses-
gion it was introduced by the Government.
but, unfortunately, it was at the last mo-
ment, and it was not able to get to the
Upper House, where, unfortunately, the
Government representative is strongly op-
posed to the Bill. I hope that the Gov-
ernment will give me an opportunity of
passing this measure.
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Mr, Bath: The Government are going

to introduce a comprehensive Bill this ses-
sion,

Mr. FOULKES: I have heard that be-
fore. On one oceasion I gave notice that
I was going to introduce a Bill of this
nature, and Mv. Rason, the then Premier,
gave notice that he was introducing a Bill
of the same kind. I appealed to him to
let me go on with my Biil, bue he said it
was quite safe, the two eonld be comhined
and would et through. But what hap-
pened?  Semebody moved, “That the de-
bate be adjourned,” and we heard nothing
further of the Bill that session. “What
I am afraid of is that unless I have
every -oppovtunity given me of dealing
with this mweasure the debate will be ad-
journed, or the measure will be sent
to the other House and strangled there.
I do not think the Government realise
that there are many people in this State
witc are very sincere on this question,
and who are delevmiined that no move
licenses shall be granted until loeal
option is obtained.  They are not going
to stand any more humbugging on the
question. I give the Ministry a eertain
amount of eredit ; because they have
honestly opposed the Bill; they think
that it will not deal with the question
properly; but they do nof realise thai
the econstituencies are absolutely deter-
mined, no niatter what the liquor traffie
may say, that they are going to have
these reforms carrvied out. Therefore, I
hope the Ministry will see that the Bill
is earrvied through this session.  Other-
wise, as the member for Geraldton has
said, there will be most intense dissatis-
faction in the ranks of a great many peo-
ple who have hitherto been mwost loyal to
the Government. It is not pleasing for
me to be eriticising my own side like this,
T do not like to see my own side make
mistakes, but I am supporting the Gov-
ernment because I know well that the
other side would make far greater mis-
takes, and I have {0 make a choice of two
evils and put np with the mistakes that
have been made. But though I do so, I
am not going to remain silent, because I
¢an see that it is & most nnkind thing to
do to any Government to allow these
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nistakes o accumulate instead of
strangling them at their birth.

Mr. Baih:
reservationists.

Mr. FOULKES: I do not know what
tliey are, Perhaps the hon. member on
a more suitable occasion will give the
definition of the word. There is not the
slightest shadow of doubt that there is
urgent need on the part of the Govern-
ment to put their shonlders to the wheel
and see that we have true economieal ad-
ministration. [t often happens that if
suggestions are made to the Government
whereby a certain amonnt of money can
be saved they are received with the ut-
most contempt.  About twelve months
ago we had a gentleman in this State by
the name of Chinn. He published his
views with regard to the railway admin-
intration and said that at least £100,000
a year could be saved. He set out his
views quite clearly and I must admit he
made a certain amount of impression
upon we. But how were these views met?
We had Ministers abusing Mr. Chinn and
calling him all kinds of names.

Thy Minister for Works: Who abused
him?

Mr. FOULKES: The Minister for
Railways did. Mr. Chinn was abused
by Ministers from one end of the State
to the other because he daved to erificise
the administration of the railways, but
everything Mr. Chinn prophesied has
turned oubt fo be correct because the rail-
ways have been able to save many thou-
sands of pounds. Mr. Chinn said that
if they adopted a certain course the rail-
ways would be able to save £100,000 a
year; and now that money has been
saved, but no ecredit has been given to
that gentleman who was abused practi-’
cally by every Minisfer. We were told
that Mr. Chinn was an unfit person, that
he knew nothing about the subject and
that no regard whatever should be paid
to anything he said. However, there
will be many opportuniiies of diseussing
the varions problems that come before
us, but I urge upon the House the need
for realising that it is necessary for us
to give every attention to see that we

You must be one of the
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have economical
State.

On motion by Jfr. Male, debate ad-
journed.

administration in this

House adjourned at 10.38 p.om.

Legislative Council,
Thureday, 19th November, 1808.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair al
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Report
of the Commissioner of Palice for year
ended 30th June, 1908. 2, Report of
the Fremantle Harbour Trust Commis-
sioners for year ended 30th June, 1908.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION, LAND
AT WONGAN.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY (South): I
desire to make a personal explanation
wiih regard te certain transactions be-
tween myself and the Lands Department.
Various reports have appeared in the
Press, more particulavly during the re-
cent elections, and a number of eandi-
dates for Parliament have advertised the
fact throughout the length and breadth
of Western Australia, that I had receiv-
ed certain information whieh I should
not have obtained. and in consequenee
secured land for myself and family on
the proposed route of a new railway.
Some explanation is due by me to mem-
bers, to my constituents, and to the
people generally. In the first place I
should like to say that I have three sons,
two daughters, and a wife, each of whom
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applied for 1.000 acres of land. This
land is fifty miles from the termination
of {the suggested railway. I do not know
whether the line is yet more than sug-
vested. Some of the land is fully 30
miles from the proposed terminus of the
Wongan railway, but the balanee of the
land adjoins the Midland Railway Com-
pany’s line. T should like to tell mem-
bers haw I came to secure the land. In
the first place it was on the information
of that well-known and highly respected

ventleman, kinown to most members,
Mr. Gooch, of Gingin, who advised

me to look out for some land. He knew
I wanted to fake nup land and advised
me to seek for it in the leeality where -
I subsequently took it up, and further
told me of a gentleman who knew the
eountry thoroughly. T secured the ser-
vices of that gentleman and took up
some land. That land was available for
anyone to lake up. As far as getting
any information from the Government
is concerned, I can safely say that to my
knowledge not one member of the
Government knew I intended even to ap-
ply for fhe land. Furthermore, as far
as I am aware, not one Government offi-
cial had any knowledge that I was going
to apply for land until the applications
were honded in at the c¢ounter. The
staiements have been denied. but there
arve some gentlemen who still persist in
sugeesting motives whieh are certainly
not very honouwrable.  Perhaps I made
a mistake when I applied for the land,
and that I should have taken certain
gentlemen into my confidence. I should
perhaps have consulted Mr. Walker, Mr.
Bath, or Mr. Troy, or some of the other
members of the Labour party and asked
their advice. Had I done this, possibly
T might not have been guilty of such a
serious offence. I was not aware that
I was doing anything wrong. As these
gentlemen did not think it worth while
to eonsult me when they were applying
for large areas I did not think there was
any need for me to consult them. I
should not have referred to this at all,
for it is a matter of very little coneern
to me, had I not thought some explana-
tion was due to members in view of the
faect that the statements have been made



